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A Series on the Millennium 








The Millennium and the 
Second Coming 


of Christ 


Are we on the verge of the 
Millennium? 

Is Jesus about to return to this 
earth? 

Do the Scriptures prophesy the 
present war? 

These are questions about 
which certain religious teachers 
are perplexing the souls of many 
people and bringing confusion 
into the councils of the churches. 
Professor Willett will shortly 
begin a series of studies of 
Scripture prophecies covering 
Old and New Testaments, and 
dealing with such matters as 
Messianic Prophecies, the Books 
of Daniel and Revelation, Ar- 
mageddon, the Millennium, the 
Return of Our Lord and other 
themes growing out of the apoc- 
alyptic portions of the Scripture. 

In this field of Biblical proph- 
ecy Prof. Willett is a specialist. 
His articles will carry the same 
scholarly authority which in 
many years of writing has cre- 
ated in our readers a peculiar 
confidence that his treatment of 
whatever Biblical question he 
touches is sound and _ trust- 
worthy. 

Readers of THe CHRISTIAN 
CenTuRY may look forward with 
great interest not only to the 
articles themselves but to the 
popular discussion which the 
articles will surely raise. 


The Millennium Series 
Will Begin Soon 


A Mutua 


HE most distinctive feature about 

The Christian Century is the 

fact thatit isa matual institution. 
Its readers are its owners. No individ- 
ual makes or can make profit out of 
it. It is not a commercial business. 
It is the common denominator of a 
great cause. Nearly every reader 
thinks of himself as an apostle not 
only of the cause but of the paper 
itself—a co-operator with editors 
and publishers and office workers in 
extending its circulation and influence. 


@ There has grown up among the 
readers of The Christian Century a 


Every Readeng 


OBODY seems to be too busy with other interests to take 
N a hand in extending the circulation of THe CnrisTIAN 

Century. Every reader is a cooperator. They are the 
informed and thoughtful leaders of the churches. There are 
judges and lawyers and teachers and doctors and bankers and 
merchants and ministers and intelligent home-makers who 
solicit and send us the subscriptions of their friends. They be- 
lieve they are doing their thoughtful friends a great service by 
introducing them to this journal of religion. 


This is the season of the year for our readers to put forth 
unusual efforts to widen their circle. And this war time is the 
time when thoughtful men and women in all the churches will 
especially thank you for calling their attention to a paper that 
discusses without denominational restriction the great and 
urgent matters of the spiritual life. The war is immensely mag- 
nifying the importance of a journal that does this. Men’s hearts 
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Institution 


consciousness of a creative and con- 
structive movement in the Christian 
world to which all of them belong by 
virtue of their common interest in this 
journal of forward-looking religion. 
The “Century” has no paid agents in 
the field, no selling organization—our 
readers are our “selling organization.” 

We receive ten times as many new 
subscriptions through the personal 
work of our readers as we do from all 
other sources combined. The great 
gain that has been made in our sub- 
scription receipts for 1917 was made 
possible by the active efforts of our 
loyal readers. 


eta Cooperator 


are crying out for fresh reinforcements of faith. The world was 
never more serious, more reflective, than just now. 


It is the “psychological moment” for you to win new sub- 
scribers to THE CHRISTIAN CenTuRY. In addition to our regular 
features upon which our readers have come to depend—our 
editorial discussions, our contributed articles, our departments 
by Professor Taylor, Mr. Jordan and Mr. Ewers—note especially 
the announcements concerning the series of editorials on “What 
the War Is Doing to Religion” and Professor Willett’s prospect- 
ive series on “The Second Coming of Christ.” Thousands of 
minds now confused over these subjects should be brought into 
contact with the “Century” at this time. 


A great year is before us! 


Let us greatly enlarge the number of our readers by a little 
effort just now! 











We Will Extend Your Own Six Months 








Editorials on War and Religion 








What the War 
Is Doing to 


Religion 


This series of editorials will 
run as a continuous and unifying 
thread through all the discus- 
sions of the coming year. The 
series is only just begun. As it 
unfolds it will consider such 
problem as— 


The War and Our New Thought 
About God. 

The War as a Rebuke to the 
Divided Church. 

The War and the Misuse of the 
Bible. 

The War and the Inner Life of 
the Soul. 

The War and Missions. 

The War and Prayer. 

The War and the New Era of 
Poetry, 


and many other themes of which 
these are but suggestions. 

In these great serious days 
faith is being wrenched and 
strained. Multitudes have lost 
their way. Other multitudes are 
finding their way to a faith that 
is richer than they ever knew be- 
fore. 

The War is profoundly affect- 
ing Religion. These editorials 
should prove helpful in making 
the new adjustment which the 
new day demands. 
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The Fall of Jerusalem 


expeditionary forces in the Mesopotamian cam- 

paign, wrote to his pastor, Dr. Gunsaulus, in 
Chicago, under date of about September 3, and closed 
his letter with the question, “What if final adjustments 
should be made at Calvary?” His letter was penned 
within sight of Gerizim and Ebal, the mounts of cursing 
and blessing, and bulged with appreciations for the holy 
and historic land through which with his comrades his 
martial way was being pressed. 

And today the world thrills with the message 
“Jerusalem has fallen!” for the world appreciates that 
the globe gripping fight has pressed to within sight of 
Calvary! What a flood of memories is started! What 
a challenge to prophetic interpretation! What a touch- 
stone to prayerful hopes! General Allenby of today’ 
invincible Britishers, rises to historic association with 
David the Shepherd King, with Shishak of Egypt, with 
Godfrey of Bouillon, with Saladin and the commanders 
of fighting hosts who in long separated ages “took 


” 


Jerusalem ! 


N American volunteer, fighting with the British 


* ” * 


But best of all, the achievement of Allenby takes 
the Holy City from out the hands of the Turk for ad- 
ministration at the hands of Christians. And the 
dreams of Israel’s scattered hosts, without a father- 
land since Calvary, flame up anew and give fresh glory 
to the Zionist movement. The war has presented no 
thrill more deeply stirring, historically, than Jerusa- 
lem’s fall. It puts another inhibition on the Berlin-to- 


Bagdad railroad dream, opens for the use of the Allies 
rich agricultural regions, and will very materially shake 
the dominance of German control 
strength and confidence. 


over Ottoman 





The Turk has stood through ages for all that was 
dastardly and devilish, until the Hohenzollerns out- 
Turked him in unspeakable inhumanities toward the 
women and children of invaded countries and of neutral 
ships. Dastardly, devilish supremacy is held alone 
today by German arms. The displacement of the Turk 
from the Holy City is prophetic of the displacement 
of the German from his self-chosen role of world supe- 
riority in the strength of ruthless might. But it will 
cost—treasures, as precious in the love of liberty-loving 
hosts today, as was the perfect Life which gave itself 
on Calvary, near Jerusalem, precious in the love of the 
Eternal Father. Yet the cost will be paid. For as 
Jesus Christ “set his face steadfastly to go to Jerusa- 
lem,” so Democracy’s devoted sons have set their faces 
steadfastly for autocracy’s destruction. In coming to 
Jerusalem, they are on the way of sacrifice for the 
triumph of their altruistic aim, supported by the will 
of God. 


* * * 


Democracy’s root began to pierce the soil of human 
hearts about Jerusalem, in the principles and ideals of 
the life which went out on Calvary. Now in the 
twentieth century’s morning its tree of blessing is 
spreading its branches for healing of all the nations— 
even those of the Central Alliance, cursed by a despot- 
ism more barbarous than ever mislead a great people! 
What far-reaching, cataclysmic, undreamed of events 
are these we read of in the news of the passing days! 
They link the immortal past with the vibrant present, 
on behalf of a future which shall see the world set free 
oi all despotisms. 

At Calvary! "Twas there, the eternal fact found 
exemplification that “whoso seeketh to save his life 
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At Berlin! There self-seeking and self- 
ruthless trampling upon all immemorial 


shall lose it.” 
saving by 
rights of other peoples has centered and thrown out 
In the life 


of our times, the lines of eternal distinction and con- 


its world-encircling plans in subtle deceit. 


trast stand out, and what the judgment of the people is 
is revealed in the universal scorn that has risen and is 
uniting for Berlin’s discomfiture. 

There was a time when the forces of evil seemed 
triumphant in Jerusalem—the hour when in authority’s 
vested right they filled the tomb of Joseph with a body 
they had outraged and smitten. The present hour may 
seem a similar one in the march of Germany’s purposes 
when the pall of desolation she has spread over the 
earth is thickest! 
salem and immortality was brought to light. 


But another hour drew on in Jeru- 
And the 
hour draws on when democracy shall come to triumph, 
for it is one with the spirit of that Life which the tomb 
of defeat and death could not hold. 


* * * 


the eternal 


“losing one’s life” for a great and righteous 


\t Calvary! There first came to view 


fact that in 


end, one’s life is saved to an immortality of power for 
good. Democracy’s strength is builded on that truth; 
it is the cementing principle uniting all factors, for 
vithin its building “each is for all and all for each,” 


while from the Berlin point of view all must bow and 
the ge od of the state 

\t Calvary 
luring peace for all the world, received its final 


it was that Love's dream of a universal 
n through Him into whose hand is given “all 
and in earth.” His kingdom is the 
His 
one. His method of self-abnegation the only irresistible 
one His 


is “King of kings and Lord of lords!” 


authority in he 


\ ) 
aven 


y everlasting on authority the only universal 


purpose the only undefeatable one, for he 


They know not what they do” was Calvary’s 
pity for the graceless perpetrators of the crime 

Such today the the 
| 


world’s people for Germany's mislead hosts ; the Hohen- 


committed are words of 


tnere 


dynasty has saturated them with a discredited 


phi phy, in the Germanic persuasion that might 
makes right and the end justifies the means. But the 
world’s other peoples are learning “what they do”— 

their machiavellian diplomacy’s intrigue and dis- 
honor are spread in the light of general knowledge. 
self-centered dreams they are—the vaporings of self- 
appointed “super-men.” 


* * 


li Christ is a revelation of the heart and ways of 
God—then the Germany of today has revealed the heart 
‘ the 
‘Calvary” and “Berlin” in spirit and methods. 


No historic 


and ways of devil—tor the antipodes separate 


paradox is equal to that which finds 


\merica—the supreme devotee of peace—plunging with 
glorious abandon into the fight for it. She goes in the 


spirit of Him who went to Calvary, with thought for 


the world’s good only. Outward and superficial inci- 


dents may seem tor the time to be against her—but the 


hght for her and her allies “as they fought in their 
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course against Sisera.” The morning cometh for de- 
mocracy amidst all the peoples of earth. 

The “New Jerusalem” coming down out of heaven 
in the plans of God, will coalesce with the delectable 
city of Democracy coming up from the oppressed peo- 
ples of earth. Both democracy and the Christian re- 
ligion are set in the midst of things as they are, for the 
realization of things as they ought to be, and both are 
instrumentalities used of the eternal spirit of God who 
has said, “I am tired of Kings.” 

We can sing “The Holy City” with new abandon 
today since she has been retaken by hands which revere 
the ideals that were born within her. 

Epcar F. DAUGHERTY. 





NEW RELIGIOUS LIFE IN RUSSIA 


HE down-fall of the old autocracy and the present 

unsettled conditions in Russia make it difficult for 

one to speak with any measure of assurance about 
matters in that great country. Each day brings forth 
events that seem to add to the confusion. 

Reports from the evangelical Christians in Russia 
indicate, however, that the new religious liberty has 
The Protestant sects are 
busy extending their message. The Baptists operate 
They have been handi- 


not been granted in vain. 


from a center in Petrograd. 
capped by their German origin, but they have a longer 
history in Russia than most other denominations, and 
their work has come to considerable bulk. 

The Methodists are more recent comers into the 
country. They find more difficulty in adapting them- 
selves to the Russian mind than German Baptists have 
found, but in spite of all difficulties they too have gath- 
ered together a considerable body of converts. 

Very promising is the movement of the so-called 
Evangelical Christians which is so largely Russian in 
its spirit. These are the people with whom the 
Disciples in the United States feel a particular affinity. 
Their movement was powerful before the war and 
they are using the present advantage to push their 
cause. 

The danger in the path of the Evangelical Chris- 
tians is that of obscurantism. They have come some- 
what under the influence of the Plymouth 
Che pre-millenarian propaganda which under present 
conditions is experiencing a revival all over the world, 


3rethren. 


may become a leading feature with these people. 

The best means of giving Russia a better inter- 
pretation of the evangelical faith would be through 
If the 


ministerial training schools could be filled with teach- 


the present religious movements of the country. 


ers who interpret religion in the modern way, and if 
from these schools there should go out Russian young 
men with training and a well defined point of view, 
we could look for a great religious revival in Russia. 
The Russian is by nature more religious than his west- 
ern neighbors and he waits only for better conceptions 
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of religion to go forward in the creation of a great free 
Russian church. 


THE BOOK JUNGLE 


LIBRARY is like a jungle. There are all kinds 
of strange beasts and birds in it. There is no 
more helpless person than the unsophisticated 
youth who goes to an institution with sixty thousand 
volumes and “wants a book.” It is because of the help- 
lessness of youth in the presence of such a situation 
that gradually the up-to-date libraries are organizing 
a children’s room and developing desk assistants who 
are skilled in giving good advice to all kinds of people 

In the book world there are the tigers of passion 
that are let loose these days upon our unsophisticated 
young people. There are volumes which like boa- 
constrictors crush the life out of the soul. There are 
the books so “practical” and worldly-minded that they 
make poetry seem like foolishness and ethics seem like 
old folks’ prejudices. Away from such books the young 
must be guided. 

Who shall do this guiding for the young? Better 
than anyone else is the parent who is charged with the 
responsibility of bringing up the child in the way that 
it should go. But not all parents have the education 
or the vision to select the reading matter for children. 
In such case, the children grow up with no love for 
books, or wander into forbidden ways. 

The school teacher should be a guide. But in many 
cities there is slight connection between the school and 
the public library. Furthermore, too many teachers 
are interested in illustrating a geography lesson, rather 
than in guiding the unfolding of a life, which is the 
true educational function. 

The minister will find that many people rest back 
on his judgment of books. He has the vision to per- 
ceive what books will do to the whole life process. If 
he does not read any books other than professional 
ones, his advice will be useless, but if he is a man of 
broad culture he can be a great blessing to his com- 
munity. 

There are few books which do not influence relig- 
ious opinion in some way, though some books are more 
religious than others. Books are to be rated by the 
way they affect our appreciation of spiritual values. 
It is a true servant of religion who can properly rate 
the books of the time and guide other souls into the 
greener and fairer pastures. 


RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS OF CONGRESSMEN 


ROMAN Catholic journal, the “Observer,” re- 
ports the religious affiliations of Congress as fol- 
lows: Eighty-two, or 27 per cent of the members 
of the present Congress are Methodists; fifty-seven, or 
19 per cent are Presbyterians; thirty-one, or 10 per 
cent are Protestant Episcopalians; twenty-six, or 9 
per cent are Baptists; twenty-four, or 8 per cent are 
Catholics; twenty, or 7 per cent are Congregation- 
alists; twenty-one, or 7 per cent are of the Disciples 
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Church; seven, or 2 per cent are Lutherans; four, or 
1 per cent are Unitarians; four, or 1 per cent belong to 
the Dutch Reformed Church; three, or 1 per cent are 
Jews; two Quakers; two Norwegian Lutherans; one 
True Life Church; one Mennonite; one United Breth- 
ren; one Christian Scientist; ten, no religious affilia- 
tion at all, or 3 per cent. 

There is much in these figures to interest a student 
of American religious life. The “Observer” notes the 
relatively small number of Catholics in Congress in 
proportion to their strength in this country. The polit- 
ical control of America by the Catholics which is often 
predicted by certain alarmists does not seem to be 
coming very rapidly. 

One is surprised, also, at the strength and the weak- 
ness of certain of the denominations in public life. The 
Baptists have over half the strength of the Methodists 
in the population but have only one-third as many con- 
gressmen. The Episcopalians are outnumbered by 
Baptists four to one in the population but the Episco- 
palians have the largest number of Congressmen. 

Many will be surprised by the small showing made 
by Christian Scientists in public life. One wonders if 
the individualistic attitude cultivated by this denomina- 
tion will ever produce community leaders in large 
numbers. 

The most significant fact of all is that only three 
per cent of the Congressmen profess no religion at all. 
While one-half of the people of America are without 
church affiliations, they do not seem to come into prom- 
inence as national leaders. 


THE REVERENT NOTE IN FICTION 


AR seriousness has put to an end the cynical 
\W talk about religion which was often found in fic- 

tion in the pre-bellum days. One has but to 
recall the spirit in which “Robert Elsmere” was writ- 
ten a generation ago by Mrs. Humphrey Ward. We 
have traveled far since then. In a recent book called 
“Missing” Mrs. Ward tells the story of a young woman, 
“Nelly,” whose young husband disappeared for many 
months, and when the wife found him again he was 
near his death. 

Nelly was a lovely petted girl, but under the stress 
of her grief she finds the deeper things of faith. In 
the closing chapter we find her a housemaid in a hos- 
pital “doing her bit,” and when she is not busy she is 
reading from St. Ignatius such words as: “For I fear 
your love, lest it injure me, for it is easy to do what 
you will; but it is difficult for me to attain unto God, 
if you insist on sparing me.” And later she finds the 
great words of the Christian saint, “I entreat you show 
not unto me an unseasonable love! Suffer me to be the 
food of wild beasts through whom it is allowed me to 
attain unto God. I am the corn of God; let me be 
ground by the teeth of wild beasts that I may be found 
the pure bread of Christ.” 

Here by contrast is a picture of the spiritual dead- 
ness of those who have borne no great sorrow. The 
book is distinguished by the absence of that wrestling 
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with rationalistic doubts which has characterized so 
much of Mrs. Ward’s religious writing. 

The novelist who attains the rank of a “best-seller” 
is usually a very good interpreter of public opinion. 
Is this to be the religious attitude of the post-bellum 
time, a weary acceptance of whatever religion one 
had in childhood? 


OUSTING THE MUSHY SONGS 


USHY religious songs continue to be a profitable 
asset to certain publishers, which fact indicates 
the low state of religious feeling among evan- 
When one realizes how many people 
their church for the sake of the music these 
a matter of surprise that there can be found 


gelical churches. 
choose 
days, it 1s 
pastors even in good cities who are still under the 
illusion that the Sunday evening crowd is to be caught 
by jingles and the silly repetition of highly question- 
able phrases. 

When one goes into a Christian Endeavor meeting 
and finds the lads and girls singing, “O for a little bit 
of love,” grinning all the while, one wishes the offending 
book sunk in the middle of the sea together with all 
trash that These 
jingles are nearly all individualistic in character, and 


similar offends Christ’s little ones. 
often it can be said they foster an offensive religious 
egotism. “Glory for Me” sounds forth anything but 
the sentiment that would have been on the lips of the 
Master 

It is often stated that these songs are easier to sing 


| 


than good ones. One glance at the music reveals what 


a fallacy this is. They are written in very rapid time 
is a rule, require more range of voice than do the 
good hymns. The to teach 


the people this trash would bring far greater results if 


and, 
same effort that is used 
expended in teaching them the worthy hymns. 

If on the commercial side the exploiters of the dis- 
creditable song books had been met with equal enter- 
prise and ambition by the publishers of great hymnals, 
it is to that 
would be in such a low state as it is today. 


hard believe church music in America 

In every church there should be a program of song 
which is at least as spiritual and cultivated as is the 
\ minister may make the hymns relig- 


the 


preac hing 


significant by explaining them in same 


; 
Wwusty 


tashion as he interprets a portion of the scripture. 


ONE-BOOK PREACHERS 


E STILL have preachers who boast that they 
are men of one book. If these are diligent and 

honest, they acquire a special proficiency in the 
quoting of the holy scriptures, which is commendable. 
Yet the strange fact about the one-book preacher is that 
he should know less about that one book than the man 
of many books. 

There are many passages in the Bible so simple and 
so human in their appeal that no interpreter is required 
to give us their obvious meaning. An interpreter for 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan is an impertinence. 
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But there are many other sections of the Bible where 
the man of one book flounders hopelessly. Unless some 
one gives him the historical setting, he has no grasp of 
the thing discussed. 

The preacher of wide reading may indeed neglect 
the Bible. We think we know some who do. These will 
lack in their preaching a certain carrying power, no 
matter how religious they are. But it is possible for 
the preacher to be a man of many books in such a way 
as to have the firmest possible grasp on the one book. 

Not only do the dictionaries and commentaries 
throw light upon holy scripture, as well as the works 
of history and interpretation, but even general litera- 
ture has a great illuminating power. The great Chris- 
tian epics are of value in helping us to understand the 
beauty of the gospel. Through poetry and novels, and 
even the drama, runs a great religious note that makes 
the wide-read man the one who most truly understands 
the inner meaning of holy scripture. 

It is not only in the understanding of holy scrip- 
ture that the widely-read man has the advantage. In 
the preaching of the word there is a distinct advantage 
in being able to place by the side of the old phraseology 
a new statement of the same thing. When people realize 
that the Bible has colored the very best of our literature 
and has been the inspiration of most of our great modern 
ideas, a new reverence is fostered for the ancient library 
of our religion. 


DID LUTHER CAUSE THE WAR? 
Tey Sacred Heart Review, of Boston, that Pilgrim 


city which has now become the center of some of 

the most ardent Catholic propaganda in this coun- 
try, has recently charged that the causes of the present 
war are to be sought in the sixteenth century revolt 
against Catholic authority which was led by Martin 
Luther. This journal declares that later historians will 
trace the present great conflict to the point where the 
Wittenberg monk will stand condemned as the real 
cause of the world’s present era of trouble. 

If one believes that the present world struggle will 
end in the triumph of the principle of authority, he 
holds with the Kaiser and his Junkers. If one believes 
that the war will issue in a triumph for democracy, 
then he can see no hope for the present ruthless and 
inhuman military power in Germany. Germany has 
given authority its reductio ad absurdum. Henceforth 
this kind of an attitude toward human government and 
religion will be impossible. 

It is because Germany has apostatized from the 
religion of Martin Luther and his appeal to the inner 
life and gone over to the hard materialism of other than 
religious leaders that she has fallen into trouble with 
nearly all the civilized nations of the world. Having 
substituted might for right and power for brotherhood, 
she now nears the retribution she so justly deserves. 
It is neither the Catholicism nor the Lutheranism of 
Germany which has produced the war, but the mate- 
rialism of those who know not God. 

Catholicism, with its principle of authority vested 
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in an infallible person, has the same kind of government 
that is to be found in the Kaiser’s realm. Catholicism 
has lived on in spite of authority. Her mystics have 
transcended this authority. There is a religious life 
among the millions of adherents that is rather oblivious 
of the strange figure who claims to be the vicar of God. 
Catholicism must either learn to live in a democratic 
world or else it will share the fate which is being meted 
out to all autocracies. 


NEW WOMAN AND NEW CHURCH 


HE social changes of the past few decades make some 

of us dizzy. Among the big fundamental changes has 

been the new place which women have come to oc- 
cupy in the life of the world. Modern civilization has 
made it safe for women to go about unrestricted (save 
where German kultur has invaded new territory), and 
this freedom of activity has brought with it an entirely 
new conception of woman’s status. 

The church, also, has been undergoing great changes. 
Fifty years ago, when the feminist movement had its fee- 
ble beginnings, the church was concerned chiefly with 
preaching. Other activities were carried on largely to give 
the preacher his opportunity. In the meantime the move- 
ment for religious education has come to its harvest time. 
Social service is a concept implicit in most modern church 
programs. The church has become the comprehensive in- 
stitution interpreting the entire community life. 

A church with only preaching as its function had no 
difficulty in getting along with the women—who, of course, 
had no other function than listening to the preachers. In 
these days, the church has the task of properly placing the 
enfranchised woman in the new religious institution with 
its varied activities. 

Sooner or later women will have a place in the gov- 
erning body of the church, since so much of the work of 
the church is now carried on by women. The social re- 
strictions which led Paul to forbid women to speak in the 
church are also behind the idea that they should not hold 
official positions in the church. Especially is this pressure 
being felt in the national governing bodies of the various 
religious denominations. 

It augurs well for the Disciples that no cumbersome 
machinery and no old-fogey notions have prevented them 
from allowing women a place in the national organization. 


WHAT ARE YOU MAKING OF YOUR BOY? 


N THE next few years we shall have a revival of 

interest in the family care of children. We have 

developed every kind of social device by which the 
neighbors can rear our children for us, but these devices 
are only relatively successful. At last we shall insist 
upon bringing up our own. 

The parents, better than any one else, can deter- 
mine what a boy or girl is fitted for in life. They have 
an advantage in knowing the family history, with its 
record of successes and failures. Though this history 
is not an infallible guide, it does have real significance. 
Then the parent is with the child for a longer time 
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than any teacher and knows the strong and weak points 
in his mental habits. If this knowledge is critical, and 
unbiased by any blind affection, the parent can guide 
the vocational choice of the child better than anyone 
else. 

The old-time parent sought to “make” his boy a 
doctor or minister or lawyer. Sometimes these efforts 
to coerce a child’s mind resulted in gloom and disaster. 
Most of the great literary men have launched their 
careers in the face of bitter opposition of their families. 
The missionaries could bear a similar testimony. In 
recent years the minister also has begun his career in 
spite of disfavor on the part of his family. 

This fact has been due to the commercialism which 
has afflicted our American life. Professions and call- 
ings have been judged largely by their revenue-pro- 
ducing power. Too little have families stopped to in- 
quire the special fitness of their boys and to consider 
what vocation they would find the greatest happiness. 

The investment of a life is really a religious act. 
It is religiously more significant than giving money 
or anything else. Into every decision there should go 
the high motive to please God and serve him well. Such 
decisions bring a life of happiness. The boy who has 
first sought the kingdom of God and his righteousness 
will have all other things added unto him. 


“ASK THE MINISTER” 


HE modern minister is a kind of encyclopedia of 

life for the community. A group of ministers were 

discussing the other day the strange requests for 
service which they had listened to in recent years. In 
one home the parents had doubts about the young man 
who was calling upon the daughter of the household. 
They told the young man that he could not call any 
more until he came with the recommendation of their 
minister. 

Another minister had been consulted by a young 
couple concerning the matter of marriage. Would it 
be right for the man who was going to war to marry 
his fiancée before leaving? This question developed 
many side-lights and proved to be more complicated 
than at first might be supposed. 

A mother asks, “Is the latest novel fit to be read 
in our home?” One of the members inquires whether 
it will serve the cause of good government to elect Mr. 
Blank to office. The questions that come to the average 
pastor in a single week are bewildering. Sometimes 
the answer is destined to make or wreck a life or a 
family. How much abuse should a good woman suffer 
before she leaves a profligate husband? Should some 
young person give up an education to care for an in- 
valid relative? The problems multiply. 

All of this indicates that the minister must of neces- 
sity have broad training and experience or he will prove 
himself an unfortunate influence in his parish. No min- 
ister can long face the human problems of his parish 
life without feeling the necessity of knowing something 
of the great human disciplines such as sociology, psy- 
chology and ethics. 

More than school training, however, is required. 
The man who handles these large life problems must 
also have had experience. 












UST before going into the trenches the British, 

French, and American troops take a final course 

for a few ‘weeks in a training school, where the 
expert drill masters put them through a rigorous dis- 
cipline, and the finishing touches are given to each 
regiment. At the moment of writing our American 
boys are going through such a course, “somewhere in 
France.” The men commonly call this training school, 
or specially prepared final drill ground, the “Bull Ring.” 
It is a thrilling spectacle to see many thousands of men 
across a vast plain going through the various maneu- 
vers of actual warfare as it is practiced today at the 
front. 
ground may be of interest to those who are following 


Perhaps a brief description of such a drill 


the fortunes of our soldiers. 

\t six the bugle sounds and the whole camp is 
astir. Outside there is the clatter of feet as the men fall 
in after a hasty breakfast. 
helmets are donned, the heavy seventy-pound kits and 
rifles are swung to the broad backs, the band strikes 


The shrapnel-proof steei 


up “Pack Up Your Troubles,” and our battalion is on 


the march for the “Bull Ring.” 


CEREMONIAL PARADE 


First the ceremonial whole 


brigade swings into line and must prove that it can 


comes parade. A 
move as one man, as a perfect machine, without flaw 
or friction. One master mind directs every motion, 
and at the word of command thousands of feet are mov- 
ing in exact time, wheeling, marching, maneuvering 
with a precision that proves the long months of patient 
practice. This finish of discipline and perfection of 
unity have their part to play in the winning of the 
battle raging at this moment up the line. 

Next the men must pass through the deadly gas 
chambers, to be ready to meet the attack of the enemy 
fully prepared. More fatal than the prussic acid which 
the Prussian has occasionally employed, is the deadly 
mixture of chlorine and phosgene, which has been most 
commonly used. In a gentle favoring wind it is put 
over invisible in the darkness, and if it catches the foe 
unprepared, can kill from ten to fifteen miles behind 
the lines. The mixture is squirted as a liquid from 


metal generators. It quickly forms a dense greenish 
yellow cloud of poison vapor, which floats away in the 
darkness. Its success must depend on the element of 
surprise, taking the enemy unprepared and choking 
him, awake or asleep, in the first few moments before 
the horns, gongs, and whistles send the alarm for miles 


behind the trenches 


INVISIBLE AND ODORLESS GAS 


Recently a new so-called “mustard gas” has been 
used by the enemy with deadly effect, owing to the fact 
It is sent over in 


that it is both invisible and odorless. 
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A Day in the “Bull Ring” 


By Sherwood Eddy* 








exploding shells, and sinks in a heavy invisible vapor 
about the sleeping men, creeping into their dugouts 
and trenches or enveloping them around the guns or 
The effects do not manifest them- 
selves for several hours. With stinging pain the man’s 
eyes begin to close, and for a time he may go almost 
blind. He is then taken violently sick. The surface of 
the lungs and the entire body, especially where it is 
The skin may 
Many cases have proved fatal 


in the shell holes. 


moist with perspiration, is burned. 
blister and come off. 
and many more suffer cruelly for weeks in hospital. 
With the men we attended a lecture on the nature of 
the various gases used by the enemy and the proper 
methods of meeting them. The lecture throughout 
unconsciously couched almost in theological 
language. ‘The instructor first disposed of what he 
called superstitious “heresies” concerning the gas, in 
order to prevent the men from having panic and “get- 
ting the wind up.” There is a foolish rumor which 
says, “One breath and you are ruptured for life, or you 
fall dead the next morning,” etc., etc., but he warns 
the men of its deadly nature and tells them they are to 
be saved from its fatal effects by knowing the truth. 


was 


DISPELLING FALSE FEAR 


The instructor explains that if they take four deep 
breaths it will prove fatal: “One breath and you catch 
the first spasm, two and you are mad, three and you are 
unconscious, four and you are dead. If you keep your 
presence of mind and hold your breath you will have 
six seconds to get on your gas helmet or respirator.” 
The attack, remember, is a surprise in the dark; brain- 
splitting gas shells are dropping on all sides, and it is 
hard to keep cool and hold one’s breath in the moment 
of sudden surprise and panic. We are told that there 
are fifteen mistakes which are easily possible in getting 
on this complicated helmet, or if there is one big blunder 
in the sudden surprise the man is done for. 

Before going through the death chamber, helmets 
are inspected, to see that they are sound and un- 
punctured, and the men are drilled in the open to prac- 
tice putting them on quickly. Suddenly the warning 
whistle of an imaginary gas attack sounds. One back- 
ward fling of the head and the steel helmet falls off, 
for there is no time to lift it off. A dive into the bag 
carried on the chest and the respirator is grasped and 
with one skillful swoop it is drawn over the face. Your 
nose is pinched shut by a clamp, your teeth grip the 
rubber mouthpiece, and, like a diver, you must now get 
your one safe stream of pure air through the respirator. 
You draw in the air from a tube which rises from a tin 
of chemical on your chest. Then you can breathe in 
the dense, deadly, greenish chlorine vapor, for as it 
passes through the respirator filled with chemicals, it is 
absorbed, neutralized, oxidized, and purified into a 


stream of pure air. All about you may be choking 
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fumes of death which would kill you in four seconds, 
yet you will be completely immune, breathing a puri- 
fied atmosphere. 


GOING THROUGH THE GAS 


The soldiers are now marched up to this chamber 
of horrors to walk through the poison gas. Many have 
“the wind up” (i. e., they are afraid inside, but are 
ashamed to show it). Reliance on the guide, the expert 
who has been through it all, and the sense of com- 
panionship, the stronger ones unconsciously strengthen- 
ing the weak, have a steadying effect upon all the men. 
The soldiers have had four hours’ drill to prepare them, 
but the “padre” and I, who are now permitted to go 
through, have had but four minutes. I am trying to 
remember a number of things all at once. Above all 
I must keep cool and assure myself that there is no 
danger if only I trust and obey what the expert has 
said. I fling on the helmet and we start into the death 
chamber, but suddenly a string is loose—will the respi- 
rator work? There seems to be something the matter 
with my nosepiece which should be clamped shut. I 
would like to ask the instructor just one question to 
make sure, but I can no more talk than a diver beneath 
the sea. It is too late, we are moving, I can only hope 
and trust the helmet will hold. We have left the sun- 
light and are in a long dark covered chamber, like 
a trench, groping forward, and looking at a distant 
point of light through the dim goggles. We are alone 
in these deadly fumes, the instructor is not here, there 
is a tense silence, and all about us is the poison of death. 
Oh, what was that fourth point that I was to remember? 
Why has the guide turned back? I thought we were to 
go out at the further end, where last week the poor 
fellow fell who lifted his helmet a moment too soon 
after he got out and caught one whiff which sent him 
to the hospital, but instead we seem to be turning 
around and going back. But there is no time for ex- 
planations or questions now; we just plod on through 
the darkness and soon we are out in the sunlight again 
—safe!—in God’s pure air. Oh, why did man ever 
want to pollute it and poison his brother with these 
deadly fumes of hell! 


ONE SWIFT LOOK INTO THE FUMES 


As a special favor, the instructor allows us, without 
a mask, to take one swift look into the fumes as we 
hold our breath. That yellow green chlorine will cor- 
rode the lungs and fill them with pus and blood. The 
phosgene is much more deadly and will strike the man 
down with sudden failure of the heart. 

We were also sent through a chamber of the in- 
visible “tear gas,” without a mask. The object of this 
is to take away the fear of the gas from the men. This, 
particular gas has no effect upon the lungs, but sends 
a stinging pain through the eyes, so that one weeps 
blindly for some minutes and could not possibly see to 
shoot or to defend himself. 

We are now ready to return to another lecture 
with more understanding. No wonder these tired boys 
under the heavy, hot steel helmets, which absorb the 
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heat of the scorching sun, are listening with all their 
ears, yet one or two fall asleep for very weariness and 
may again be caught napping by the enemy’s poison 
gas up the line. The instructor is in dead earnest, for 
the life of every man during the coming conflict may 
depend upon his message. His words are still in my 
ears, for they were strangely like a sermon: 

“Men, I am going to tell you the truth about this deadly gas 
and you must believe it, for your life will depend upon it. It can 
kill, and no doubt about it. But for every poison of the enemy 
there’s an antidote and we have found it. Your helmet is perfect 
and you simply must believe in it, you must trust to it. We have 
made full provision for your safety. If you go under, it will be 
your own fault from one of four causes—unbelief, disobedience, 
carelessness, or fear. If you carelessly go without your helmet it 
means death. During an attack, after putting on the respirator, 
just stand and wait. There is nothing you can do for yourself 
except to keep your helmet on. Your skill, your strength are noth- 
ing. Now if you are caught in an attack unawares remember if 
you're still alive at all there’s hope. Don’t lose courage. If your 
confidence goes, you lose ninety per cent of your defense, for the 
sole hope of the enemy in gas is surprise and panic. If you are 
gassed, don’t move. Keep still, keep warm, don’t worry, and wait. 
To move or try to save yourself will be fatal. 

“The enemy will put over three or four waves with a break 
between. The gas may come for some hours. To remove your 
helmet before the attack is over will be fatal. Within a quarter of 
an hour after the gas has ceased, the charge of the enemy will 
come and you must never let him get past our barbed wire entangle- 
ments. After exposure to gas, all food, water, and wells are poi- 
sonous. The heavy gas must be expelled from the trenches by fans 
before the charge comes. Only remember, you must believe what 
I say, keep your helmet on in time of danger and you are per- 
fectly safe.” 


PRACTICE DIFFERS FROM REALITY 


There is a vast difference between the warning and 
the preparatory exposure to the gas by your guide and 
the deadly surprise of the enemy. The former is a 
trial to prepare you, the latter is an effort to destroy 
you. The whole experience was so obviously parallel 
to the deadly moral dangers which surround the sol- 
dier in war time that it needs no comment. The one 
and only safety in the time of temptation is to put on 
the whole armor of God, especially the “helmet of sal- 
vation,” then to trust and obey and stand fast. 

The writer has just come from a ward in the hospital 
filled with patients suffering from the new gas which 
the enemy has lately put over. It is, as we have said, 
invisible and odorless, so the men receive no warning, 
and consequently do not put on their masks. They 
do not know that they are being gassed until hours 
afterwards, when they find they are burned from head 
to foot. Here are twenty men lying in this tent, suffer- 
ing from this new torture. This first boy, with a wan 
smile that goes right to your heart, can only whisper 
from his burnt-out lungs and cannot tell us his story. 
The next man was taken with vomiting five hours after 
the gas shells exploded. Seven of his fourteen com- 
panions sleeping in the dugout were killed outright, the 
others were gassed. He does not know where they are. 
He lay unconscious for several days, and now his eyes 
and skin are burned as though he had passed through a 
The next boy is badly burned in his eyes and 

Half the men of his battery were killed by gas 
On the next cot is a boy who 


fire. 
chest. 
while asleep at night. 


has been suffering for seventeen days; the burns on his 
body have been improving, his lungs also are better, 
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but he is still blind and fears he may lose his sight. He 
asks me to write a letter for him to his mother. “Only,” 
he says, “don’t tell her about my eyes.” Together we 
make up a cheerful letter, and the boy rests back on 
his cot to pray for his returning eyesight. The next 
two beds are empty. Both the men died in the night, 
falling an easy prey to pneumonia in their weakened 


condition. The next boy is from the infantry. Out of 
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his squad nine were killed by the explosion of the shell, 
eight wounded, and the rest badly burned. The neck, 
chest, arms, and legs of this boy are burned and blis- 
tered. The deadly gas fumes have burned right through 
his clothing. 

Such is the effect of this new and latest triumph 
of modern science, which will shatter the hopes and 
happiness of thousands of homes. 


The Holy Land in the War 


By Herbert L. Willett, Jr. 


OW that the initial stage of the Allied drive into 

the Holy Land has been closed by the long- 

delayed capture of Jerusalem, the chief goal, it 
seems well to take a few moments from the perusal of 
daily war reports to view as a whole the situation which 
has existed in Palestine and Syria since the beginning 
#f the war. The story goes back to the fall of 1914. 
It will be remembered that Turkey was late in declar- 
ing but the moment that that 
made, the special privileges under which foreigners 
“Capitulations,” 
thereafter no 


war, declaration was 


had lived in Turkey, called the were 
abrogated, and it was announced that 
foreign interests would be permitted to exist “to the 
detriment of the Turkish government and rulers.” In 
pursuance of this policy, the foreign postoffices, which 
had always seemed so strange to visitors, were closed ; 
belligerent property such as schools and hospitals was 
seized and rifled; English, French, Russian, and within 
the 
country were interned; and the entire machinery of 
lurkish government came into the vigorous control 
of a few new men whose ability was only matched by 


a few months Italian citizens who remained in 


their daring. 


RCO-TEUTONIC ALLIANCI 


THE 7 


The close alliance of the Turks and the Germans 
dates back to 1898, when Emperor William, evidently 
already planning that world conquest which he is now 
vainly endeavoring to achieve, visited Turkey in tri- 
umph as the honored guest of the Sultan, the bloody 
\bdul-Hamid; entered Jerusalem through a breach in 
the wall made especially for his carriage ; and bestowed 
German decorations with lavish hand upon Turkish 
men of importance both dead and alive. At that time 
lefinite treaties were made between the two countries, 
and the new German influence in Turkey was in a way 
visualized by extensive building operations, especially 
in Jerusalem. The German 
hospice on the summit of the Mount of Olives. This 
building, large enough to entertain the entire German 
court, was built with a lavishness and care which make 
it the finest example of German architecture outside 


chief of these was the 


of Germany 

This alliance was further strengthened by the edu- 
cation of young Turkish officers in German military 
When the war began, therefore, these men, 


schools 


of whom Enver Pasha is the chief, were ready to seize 
the reins of government in Turkey and align that nation 
as Germany's ally. In carrying out this program, two 
of the steps were most interesting. In the first place, 
a pamphlet written in Arabic was circulated among all 
devout Mohammedans stating that Germany was so 
staunchly the friend of Turkey because the Emperor 
was in reality a Mohammedan rather than a Christian, 
and because one of the main objects of German Kultur 
was the substitution of the Moslem religion for Chris- 
tianity. On the basis of this revelation, which was de- 
signed to produce great enthusiasm among the faithful, 
the Jehad, or Holy War, was proclaimed, in which all 
good Mohammedans, Turks, Syrians, and Germans 
were to be aligned against the rest of the world. We 
all know the fate of that proclamation. Men believed 
that the Emperor was not a Christian but their en- 
thusiasm about accepting him as a Mohammedan was 
not great, and as to joining in a Holy War which would 
result in added power and glory for the hated Sublime 
Porte regime, that did not appeal to the vast majority 
of Turkish subjects. 


THE SUEZ CAMPAIGN 


The Holy War was a failure, but an army could be 
drafted by indiscriminate and cruel constription. And 
with this army the Turks decided to conquer the Suez 
Canal and Egypt and thereby strike a tremendous blow 
at the British Empire. Not long after Djemal Pasha 
had put the country into fair defensive shape, we heard 
rumors of a massing of men at Damascus, from which 
military center they were to cross the desert south of 
Beersheba, and strike the enemy in a vulnerable point. 
All other plans were made subservient to this. Thou- 
sands of men were rushed through their training and 
sent to Damascus. The railroads from Jaffa to Jeru- 
salem and other similar short stretches were torn up so 
that the rails might be used to carry the Aleppo- 
Damascus-Jerusalem railroad further south. Then 
soldiers were sent throughout the country to dig up 
water pipes of all sizes and take them to the spots 
from which water could be piped all along the route 
of the army. This caused great hardship to those 
whose pipes were commandeered, but nothing was al- 
lowed to stand in the way of complete preparations. 
The next call was for row boats, and the harbors were 














ransacked for these craft, which were to carry soldiers 
over the Suez Canal. Then tin oil cans and all sacks 
were demanded for military use, and these were shipped 
south by the thousand. Finally all was ready and the 
great army, estimated by some to number over 150,000 
men, moved from Damascus. 

It would take too long to tell in detail of that 
campaign, but a few typical instances of Turkish 
strategy may be of interest. When the troops neared 
the canal they hoped to cross by boat, but found that 
they had failed to bring oars with them for the row- 
boats they had carried all the way across the desert. 
So they called for camels, and ordered that they should 
not be allowed to drink for two weeks. Then their 
thirst would surely force them to drain the canal. When 
this brilliant plan resulted in failure, the oil tins and 
sacks were filled with: sand and carried to the canal to 
be tossed in and so form a ford. But British sharp- 
shooters made that plan impracticable, and after losing 
thousands of men the Turks retired, sending word to 
the cities in the north that Egypt had been conquered. 
On the basis of this report special stamps (for use 
inside the country only) were issued in celebration of 
the victory, and the population was treated to a three- 
day holiday with all flags flying. 

Thus ended the first fiasco of an attack on the Suez 
Canal. Other attempts were made, all equally vain 
repetitions of incompetence and lack of real prepara- 
tion. This needed preparation was in the sanitary and 
commissary departments, which were never adequate 
considering the country. For example, when surgical 
instruments were needed by the Red Crescent, which 
attempts to do for the Turkish army what the Red 
Cross does in other lands, it was found that a few 
sets of forceps had been brought—nothing else, and 
for anaesthetic purposes only cologne water. Food of 
a palatable kind soon giving out, hard tack alone was 
procurable, and that in small quantities. Within a few 
days after the first repulse the water supply was ex- 
hausted; the pipes stolen from all over the country 
had not been well laid, and so purchases of water at 
twenty dollars a cup were known. Naturally few 
drank and no one washed. Under these circumstances 
disease spread rapidly, and of four German Catholic 
sisters who went from Beirut to nurse the wounded, 
three were back within a month with typhoid: the 
mortality among the rank and file may be imagined. 
The two thousand or more Austrian engineers with the 
expedition fared no better than their allies, and it is 
doubtful if many ever returned alive to Constantinople. 
In a word, the whole expedition was a farce ending in 
wholesale death. 


THE ALLIED CAMPAIGN IN PALESTINE 


Finally the last attempt by the Turks to capture 
the Suez Canal was frustrated. Then it was the turn 
of the British to advance. The difficulties were im- 
mense. Even a small caravan from Cairo to Jerusalem 
requires many camel loads of provisions. For any 
army a railroad over the desert, control of the coast to 
secure co-operation from the sea, infinite foresight, and 
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much patience were needed. The advance progressed 
slowly, and stopped for months at Gaza, but now our 
late reports tell of success. A German general suc- 
ceeded the Turkish Djemal Pasha, who was removed 
by the polite expedient of an invitation to visit Berlin, 
and German ruthlessness replaced Turkish ruthlessness. 
These things are all too recent to need mention. But 
one point is of interest. The Allies have captured one 
of the chief shrines of Mohammedans—the mosque at 
Hebron under which the Patriarchs are buried. In cap- 
turing Jerusalem they have in their possession the 
Dome of the Rock, the great German cathedral, the 
German hospice, still beautiful in spite of its misuse by 
the Turkish troops quartered there, and other enemy 
buildings. They will soon be in possession of many 
more such shrines or valuable pieces of property, and 
we shall take pleasure in contrasting Allied respect for 
holy places and architectural beauties with the brutal 
ruthlessness of the Central Powers. It cannot but re- 
dound tremendously to the benefit of Christianity and 
of the Christian nations as the people of the Holy Land 
compare the actions of our allies with those of Moham- 
medans and the prophets of Kultur. And our mission- 
aries are staying heroically at their posts to reap the 
resulting harvest. 


SHALL WAR BE DECLARED WITH TURKEY? 


Much that is of interest concerning the war in 
Palestine and Syria cannot as yet be written. But one 
more word I would say. Men who have not weighed 
the matter are clamoring for a declaration of war upon 
Turkey. Let us oppose such a calamity with all our 
strength. Turkey, except for her military leaders, is 
not our enemy in feeling nor desire. And a declaration 
of war on the country would neither aid our allies nor 
injure those bloody leaders. It would only increase 
the miseries of the defenseless people of the empire by 
taking away their last protection, and throw large mis- 
sion properties into the hands of the grasping military 
coterie, at the same time destroying the missionary 
work of half a century. Such folly is almost unthink- 
able and if we truly revere the land of our Savior we 
shall not add to its miseries by so false a step. 








“The period of life is brief— 

‘Tis the red of the red rose leaf, 
’Tis the gold of the sunset sky, 

Tis the flight of a bird on high: 
But one may fill the space 

With such an infinite grace, 

That the red will tinge all time, 

And the gold through the ages shine, 
And the bird fly swift and straight 
To the portals of God’s own gate.” 


—Author unknown. 


















F the visitor to the Naval Training Station at Great 
Lakes should remain for a full day—almost any day 
—he would see one or more groups of raw recruits 

marched into a barracks, their new home for twenty- 
one days. Perhaps there are benches for them to sit 
on; perhaps they have not yet been installed, in which 
must suffice. 


the floor 


swing six feet in the air, from which at least two or 


Cart 


Twenty-four hammocks 
three boys may reasonably be expected to fall out dur- 
ing the first night’s experience with that kind of bed. 
Those who are wont to find comfort in an occasional 
cigarette are bemoaning the fact that their cigarettes 
have already been taken from them. There is nothing 
to read, unless it be a newspaper or cheap novel that 
someone has brought with him. Many a fellow would 
like the chance of writing home, but they have not 
thought to bring stationery, and they know of no way 
to procure it. 

Some are only eighteen, and it is their first trip 
iway from home; the first hour or two with the officers 
of the meaning of Navy 


has given them a realization 


discipline 


And as this first evening sets in, the glamor 
of their first anticipations is becoming a bit dimmed; 
where is that thrill that the enlistment posters had led 
them to expect? It is the first night or two that the 
temptation to homesickness appears most persistently. 
[f the folks at home, including mere acquaintances, had 
been thoughtful enough to mail letters to them on the 


day the boys left, addressed to the Detention 


very 
Camp, how much it would have helped! 
“DIGGING IN” 
The door of the barracks opens, and a man ap- 
pears The guard thinks he is an intruder and scans 
him dubiously until assured that he is a Y. M. C. A. 


As he 


enters with an air of confidence, he is mistaken by some 


Secretary with permission to pass in and out. 


for an officer, and they immediately stand at attention; 
But at once the intruder breaks the spell 
I’m a Y. M.C. A. 
I heard there were some new boys in this 
In- 


salute. 


some 
by saying: “How are you, fellows? 
secretary. 
barracks, so I just dropped in to get acquainted.” 
deed they are willing to get acquainted! 
That is really his first and last purpose—friendly 
quaintance; and one of the most significant aspects 
ot his 


sort that can be 


work in the training camp is of that intangible 
neither measured nor tabulated, but 
which is none the less vital and enduring. 
But there are various ways of getting acquainted, 
| many points of approach, that may seem to the 
casual observer like ends in themselves, but which in 
the plans of the workers are merely means toward the 
No other point of 


ration of some higher ends 
proach is so effective as the Y. M. C. A. stationery. 
thought you might all want to write home tonight,” 


the secretary “so | brought over some paper 


may say, 


Meeting the New Recruit 


By J. Leslie Lobingier 





and envelopes.” Could there be anything more to be 
desired—unless it be stamps; and he has forearmed 
himself with a pocketful of stamps; and he has forearmed 
friends with his group, and on this visit he will not 
tarry long, for many have already helped themselves 
to stationery, and want to begin writing at once. 

He does take a few moments, however, to say that 
the Y. M. C. A. will send over some books, and maga- 
zines, and games, the next day. He tells about the 
buildings for their comfort in the various camps of the 
station, fitted out with piano, victrolas, reading rooms, 
writing tables, and auditoriums, where, night after 
night, all may enjoy a wide range of programs, such 
as: moving pictures, boxing matches, re- 
ligious meetings, wrestling matches, stunt nights, 
musical evenings, educational and religious classes, etc. 
And then he bids the crowd good-night. 


‘ ° ”? 
sings, 


THE HOMESICK LAD 


Sut he does not go. He cannot for a while. One 
man wants to show him his Y. M. C. A. card, indicating 
the home town; another 


is acquainted with Mr. 


that he is a member back in 
wants to know whether he 
Blank, the “Y.” secretary, a thousand miles away, and 
seems surprised that he does not know all Y. M. C. A. 
secretaries. Someone wonders whether a three-cent 
stamp will carry a letter “all the way to San Antonio, 
Texas.” And a fourth has been writing some poetry, 
and seeks information about getting it printed. An- 
other is a college man, and like all college men, hopes 
for an opportunity to swap college yarns, or to discuss 
last Saturday’s games. ‘ 

The types are many, but while the Secretary is 
being sought out he is himself keeping an eye alert 
for two types in particular: the lonely, homesick boy, 
and the fellow with natural traits of leadership, whose 
whole demeanor reflects genuineness of character and 
a high idealism. The one needs befriending; the other 
may be used in various ways as a key man for that 
group. 

There are some who have had rare educational and 
cultural opportunities; some have lived sheltered and 
secluded lives; some know the world from every angle 
far better than they should. The other night a 
secretary went into a barracks with a checker game. 
Turning to a lad who sat apart from the rest, he said: 
“How about a game of checkers?” “Well,” he said, 
“it ain’t exactly the works of the Lord; but if you leave 
it here, mebbe it'll keep some from cussin’ and swearin’ 
so much. Still, it ain’t exactly the works of the Lord.” 
But it need scarcely be added that not all are endeavor- 
ing to measure their pastimes according to the standard 
of “the works of the Lord.” 





SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 


If the atmosphere is right the question of the or- 
ganization of a Sunday morning Bible class may be 
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broached. If not, the secretary may come the next 
evening. Perhaps he may find a mock foot-ball game 
in progress, the field extending across the twenty-five 
teet of the width of the barracks, and the costumes (or 
lack of them) being in marked contrast to the foot-ball 
togs with which we are more familiar. And then he 
comes again. He suggests having a discussion group, 
touching upon the personal problems with which they 
come face to face; if some have been members of such 
groups, they may call it a Bible class. Some show at 
once that they want it. Some look cynical for a mo- 
ment, but the matter is being presented as a normal, 
healthful activity, without any mock sanctimonious- 
ness; and they immediately realize that the majority 
are not sneering at it, and their own demeanor changes. 
Some are real sports: “Sure,” they say, “I'll go to 
your Bible class.” 

He tells them that it will not be held unless the 
majority want it, and he takes a vote; usually it is 
unanimous—always a safe majority. Now the secre- 
tary is enough of a psychologist to realize that this 
overwhelming vote for a Bible class does not indicate 
any sudden religious revival that is about to break out. 
It is not hard to get a unanimous vote—for almost 
anything. But nevertheless the class has been organ- 
ized at their request. 





SELECTING THE LESSON 


Incidentally it may be said that these Sunday 
morning classes at Great Lakes have been successful 
and well attended. Many business and professional 
men from Chicago and elsewhere have been most gen- 
erous of their time and ability in assuming the leader- 
ship of these groups. In the Detention Camp alone, 
with its population of 1,600 men, we have had as many 
as 600 men in voluntary attendance on a single Sunday. 

One Sunday some of the leaders wanted to teach 
the lesson of “Daniel in the Lion’s Den”; but we per- 
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suaded them that, quite apart from any mooted ques- 
tions of Biblical criticism, there were issues more perti- 
nent, and problems more insistent, for a man cutting 
away from old home ties, and entering the United States 
Navy in the midst of this present world tragedy! What 
we actually try to do in these classes is to keep a man 
linked up with the best of his old home ideals, and so 
to present Christianity to him as a way of life, that in 
this new environment in which he finds himself he may 
seek increasingly to walk in that way. 

In all of the camps the Y. M. C. A. has what is 
called the “War Roll’—a card which men sign, entirely 
upon their own initiative, indicating their consecration 
to the Christian ideal of life. One of these cards caught 
my eye the other day, for he who signed it had scrawled 
on the bottom: ‘May God Bess Us Boys is my Prairs.” 
The writing was not good, and two of the simple words 
were misspelled ; but what of that? Is it not the prayer 
of all of us—that God may bless these boys who, in the 
spirit of sacrifice and consecration, have stepped for- 
ward to answer humanity’s call; that He may bless 
them by keeping them loyal to their best home ideals; 
that He may bless them by keeping them pure in word 
and act as they shall be thrust into places of tempta- 
tion than which there can be none more severe; that 
He may bless them with the ministry of healing and 
the touch of friendship when the need for these is 
keenest. . 
“Us Boys” are not the Jackies of Uncle Sam alone; 
they are the millions from the other navies and armies, 
too, and from the prison camps as well. The Y. M. C. 
A. is recognized as the most effective arm of the service 
in the achievement of these constructive results of char- 
acter conservation. And the blessings that are sought 
will come only as men and women in unstinted measure 
thrust forth into the camps and trenches those agencies 
whose presence makes for comfort, character, and 
morale. 


The God of No Man’s Land 


By F. Lewis Starbuck 


show. Yet this land is as old as the world. There 

is a land which lies between formidable nations. Yet 
this land is unsurveyed, devoid of government, has no 
educational institutions; is peopled with heterogeneous 
tribes and races which speak polyglot languages. There is 
a land where the super-genius of creative skill surpasses 
everything the whole world has ever known or dreamed 
of ; where huge machines, the destructive power of which 
exceeds the wildest reports of the ravages of the monster 
mammals of mythological history, controlled by mental 
agencies located miles away, travel like giant turtles walk- 
ing the earth, and deafen the ears of all with their tre- 
mendous belching, roaring yells breathing death by whole- 
sale on all sides; where the hills and mountains are in- 
fested with hidden mechanisms the purpose of which is to 
destroy life. It is a land where the sun is always hidden 
behind murky clouds arising from the ground, and where 


T stow. is a land which the very latest atlases do not 





the very atmosphere hangs heavy and low with a demo- 
niacally mixed chloric gas which defies either vegetable 
or animal to inhale and live. 


A LAND WITHOUT WOMEN AND CHILDREN 


The land of which I speak is populated with millions 
of men, but is destitute of women and children. Can you 
think of a land without motherhood; without babes to 
coddle and to hold; without the music of ringing school 
and church bells? Can the human mind conceive a land 
without homes and despoiled of every emotion of love? 
Can the imagination join together in terms of plausible 
realities the thought of a land with everywhere the gnaw- 
ing, biting, scalding fangs of hate? This is No Man’s 
Land. 

No Man’s Land is bounded on the north and north- 
west by the North Sea and the English Channel; it is 
bounded on the south by the Alps and Italy; on the east 
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and northeast by Russian-Poland and western Russia. This 
land is a narrow meandering strip of territory starting 
in Belgium, the one end, and wrapping itself like a noose 
about Germany, Austria and the minor Serbian states, 
broken only by Switzerland. This strange strip of country 
is called No Man’s Land because the right of ownership 
is held in question by two tremendously powerful human 
alliances each of which is endeavoring to gain the mas- 
tery of the other. 

The inhabitants of this mysterious land live in holes 
and trenches dug deep in the ground. These cavernous 
dwellings are ever changing in shape and location as the 
successes of the contestants move forward and backward 
over the land. 

The fields of No Man’s Land are being constantly 
ploughed, but not as we plough. There the earth is torn 
up with powder and high explosive. Deep craters are 
blown out and the debris of them is piled hill high. That 
which is planted here will never grow again, for the land 
is sown with the seeds of death. Flesh and bones of men 
and animals are broken and buried here. The only life 
discovered is when groups of fighting men go “over the 
top” to do their bit and die. This is No Man’s Land. 


GOD IS IN THIS LAND 


In the midst of all this desolation—it may be hard 
for us to think it—there is a God. Who is the God of 
No Man’s Land? 

Chis God cannot be the sun god of the ancient Nile, 
for Egypt's god was slain by the son of Zeus at the Alex- 
andrian conquest. Nor do the heroic gods of the Greek 
Olympus hold sway, for did not the Caesars, blest of Jupi- 
ter, destroy their mountain? We may imagine that the 
great war god Thor, of pre-historic Germania, has come 
back in these modern times and that he swings his gigantic 
hammer against the sky to cleave the cloud and to send to 
earth the lightning shaft to pierce and to destroy. But it 
cannot be, for did not Julius Caesar send him to woo the 
siren Death at the whirlpool of the Lorelei? Was it not 
Dryden who said, in his splendid description of Alexander's 
feast, 

“With ravish'd ears 
The monarch hears, 
Assumes the god, 


Affects to nod, 
And seems to shake the spheres,”— 


in speaking of the exalted conceits of emperors who think 
they are gods? 

Be assured that the God of No Man’s Land is not the 
God of any nation alone, but the God of all nations, the 
God of our salvation 

NATIONAI ONE GOD ABIDES 


GODS 


PERISH, 


It is the national gods that perish. The gods of the 
ancient pagan nations perished with their decay. The 
heathen gods of those times are no longer potent and their 
followers are forsaking them. Even the Shechinah of 
lehovah departed from the Jews when their nation was 
at last destroyed. There can be none but a world God, 
and He is Jehovah God. 

The God of No Man’s Land is the omnipotent God 
who sent the Christ into the world to seek and to save that 
which was lost. He is the prophet’s God. Not by divine 
right shall any ruler reign over the lives of men. None 
ever did—none ever will or can. He who is to rule in the 
earth must rule in righteousness by the mercy of God. 
The great God of us all is in No Man’s Land seeking to 
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save a lost cause. The cause of His divine Son, Jesus 
Christ, was lost in Europe at the time this war started. 
Religious systems were set up in the place of the simple 
gospel of redemption through a faith in Jesus Christ. The 
old world had grown careless and selfish. God must have 
looked upon Europe and thought as He did after the mur- 
der of Abel by Cain, when it was said, “It repented him 
that he had made man!” 


A NEW GETHSEMANE 


It seems to me that as the blood of Christ was shed 
for the sins of the world, we have established in No Man’s 
Land a new garden of Gethsemane, a wine press for mak- 
ing the wine of the New Covenant (that word Gethsemane 
means oil-press or wine-press)—a blood of righteousness 
shed for the sins of the world; and that Verdun is a new 
Calvary to which is nailed a new Creature of Culture and 
Brotherhood between the two crosses of Imperialism and 
Monarchism. 

“Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord.” Was it not the 
same Lord who said this who also said, “Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation” ? 

He also said: “My kingdom is not of this world; if 
my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now 
is my kingdom not from hence.” 

This Lord was the God of Patmos who spake these 
words into the ear of the apostle John: 

“Now is come the salvation, and the power, and kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of our Christ: for the accuser 
of our brother is cast down, who accuseth them before our God 
day and night. And they overcame him because of the blood 
of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their life unto death. Therefore rejoice, O 
heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe for the earth and 


for the sea: because the devil is gone down unto you, having 
great wrath. knowing that he hath but a short time.” 


Gop’s HAND IN THE WAR 
The poet has said: 


“A voice is in the wind I do not know; 

A meaning on the face of the high hills 
Whose utterance I cannot comprehend. 

A something is behind them: that is God.” 


All of this reads like mystery. But there is a great 
deal of mystery within and without this world war. God 
himself is mystery. You may be very sure the hand of 
God is in this war. Do not be deceived ; away out there in 
the midst of the desolation and death of No Man’s Land is 


“One sole God; 
One sole ruler—his Law; 
One sole interpreter of that law—Humanity.” 


Is it not written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, 


“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
And every mountain and hill shall be brought low; 
And the crooked shall become straight, 
And the rough ways smooth; 
And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 


There is a God in No Man’s Land. He it is that 
watches the tiny sparrow when it falls, and marks the 
He voiced the law to Moses in tones of thunder 
He spoke to John at the baptism of Jesus when 
He is the God of our 


place. 
at Sinai. 
He said, “This is my beloved Son.” 
salvation. 
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GOD SIFTING THE NATIONS 


The world had forgotten him, but now they will not 
forget him. As he spake to Israel regarding Assyria he 
is now speaking to the nations: 

“Behold, the name of Jehovah cometh from afar, burning 
with his anger, and in thick rising smoke; his lips are full of 


indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire; and his breath 
is as an overflowing stream, that reacheth even to the neck, to 
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sift the nations with the sieve of destruction: and a bridle that 
causeth to err shall be in the jaws of the peoples.” 

The people of the nations forgot God and from for- 
getfulness comes this holocaust of war. And righteous- 
ness will prevail even in the midst of this war, for there 
is a God in the heavens, there is a God in the earth, there 
is a God in No Man’s Land, and He is Jehovah God, the 
God of our salvation. 


By Professor Taylor 


THE NEED OF A SUPERMAN 


N his monumental work, “Jesus the Christ in the 
Light of Psychology,” * Dr. G. Stanley Hall makes 
a plea for Christ as the Superman. He says: 
“The apostles of supermanhood could no more 
get together and organize any kind of a ‘third kingdom’ 
or dispensation, such as many of them have dreamed 
of, than the characters they have portrayed could do 
so. They know no friendship or love save that of the 
sensuous type. Jo them the chief of human relations 
in the world is that of master and slave. Might is 
right, and to exercise it to the utmost is the supreme 
duty. * * * They are essentially pagan and anti- 
Christian, but the best of them have a certain unique 
appeal. They make us realize that Christianity as cur- 
rently interpreted lacks virile affirmation of the will 
to live, that it has given too much attention to the com- 
mon man of the herd, has been too tender to the weak- 
lings, has failed to sympathize with the sufferings and 
strivings of leaders who know, but have not attained 
power and are still struggling amid pain and obloquy 
upward toward the heights to create new values. These 
are they most worthy in all the world of sympathy, 
love and service. The maxim of life is ‘the greatest 
good for the greatest men,’ and not for the greatest 
numbers.” 
* *x * 


Plato’s “Psychic Inebriation” 


Dr. Hall recognizes the fact that this “superman” 
is “a new culture hero” to multitudes of young men 
and has been cultivated in Germany, “which believes 
itself to be the super-race or nation,” and adds: “For 
a long time the soul of later adolescence has lacked the 
inspiration and enthusiasm and ideality which it needs 
and yearns for. In the superman cult this need is sup- 
plied so abundantly that the more susceptible are often 
exalted to states akin to ecstacy and megalomania as 
they con the gesta or golden-legends of the heroes, 
apostles, saints and martyrs of the new faith in which 
they would be initiates. Never again, we are told, will 
the ephebic (late adolescent) soul be fascinated by a 
gospel of renunciation, self-effacement, non-resistance 
or asceticism. Any religion that stresses these and 
strives to develop an over-patheticism toward the weak 
and outcast or those who should and will perish under 
the law of selection, never can make a supreme appeal 


*“Jesus the Christ in the Light of Psychology.” By G. Stan- 
ley Hall. Two volumes. $7.50 net. Doubleday, Page & Co. 


to young men. Lives modeled too exclusively upon 
this pattern are too tame and lacking in gamy flavor 
to do the world’s work greatly.” He asserts also that 
they do not appeal to the deeper instincts of women 
nor do they inspire and dominate the masses who 
require great leaders, “creative and dominative of pub- 
lic opinion and sentiment.” 
x *x * 
Making Jesus the Superman 


The author believes that Christianity must be 
reinterpreted so as “to make a more rousing appeal 
to the souls of men. * * * “As they are now con- 
ceived, Jesus and the superman are almost diamet- 
rically opposite.” Dr. Hall declares that the purpose 
of this book “is to show that as Christ’s life, character, 
and teachings are now being reinterpreted, and espec- 
ially as they can and should be yet further recon- 
structed, he meets this need; that the cult that 
irradiates from him was calculated to give the greatest 
possible development to the individual and was not so 
one-sidedly social as the recent socialization of Chris- 
tianity has proclaimed; that he developed himself by 
his own efforts to a degree of completeness that no 
son of man ever yet achieved; that he did it alone and 
in solitariness that was nothing less than tragic, forc- 
ing his way by psychic labor but with no pathological 
stigmata to the very goal of human development; that 
he deliberately chose a certain and a most painful and 
disgraceful form of death with a heroism that knows 
no parallel. Then having fought and conquered death, 
hell, and the devil, he returned in glory in the last act, 
conferring the boon of immortality, than which noth- 
ing ever so exalted the dignity and worth of the indi- 
vidual.” 

The author declares that the psychoanalysis of the 
modern conceptions of the superman reveals them as 
only partial impulsions and that “the cult of Jesus can 
be shown to satisfy all the cultural needs now only 
partially fed by the many constructions of super- 
humanity.” Atva W. TAaytor. 





The truly happy man is not made 
by a pleasant and sunny course. Hard 
tasks, deferred hopes, the beating of 
adverse winds, must enter into his 
composition here below, as they will 
finally enter into his song on high.— 
C. A. Bartol. 





















National Federation of 
Religious Liberals 

The National Federation of Re- 
ligious Liberals includes in its fel- 
iowship many members of so-called 
“orthodox” churches. The organ- 
ization held its annual meeting in 
Boston recently for two days and 
there were present at this meeting 
Methodists, Congregationalists, Unt- 
tarians, Friends and Hebrews. The 
organization was started eight years 
ago, Rev. Charles W. Wendte, D. 
D., being one of the founders. It 
has been drawing to its meetings 
more and more of the evangelical 


element and among the speakers 
this year were Professor Harry 
Ward of Boston University and 


Professor Daniel Evans of Andover. 
The organization stressed the idea 
this year that liberals have laid an 
undue emphasis on individualism 
and self-culture. Three of the ad- 
dresses will be printed for general 


distribution. The meeting next 
year is booked for Cincinnati 
Dr. Grenfell 
in This Country 
For the past fifteen years Dr. 


Grenfell, the well-known missionary 
of the Labrador country, has been 
visiting the United States. He is 
with us again and brings the story 


f the effect of the war upon his 
fisher folk. In addition to his hu- 
manitarian work, Dr. Grenfell has 


been developing through his books 
in recent years a type of Christian 
interpretation of the very greatest 
significance 


Meet to Help 
Christian Colleges 


It is now known that the war will 
greatly hinder the work of the 
Christian colleges With Oxford 
and Cambridge in England almost 
empty, it is easy to anticipate what 
will happen in this country if the 
war goes on. There met recently in 
Chicago a group of Christian lead- 

rs to plan to repair the ravages of 
war in the colleges as soon as the 
war is over. This meeting was held 
under the auspices of the Council 
of the Church Boards of Education, 
an  interdenominational organiza- 
tion. 


The Church Fed- 
eration Movement 

The cities all over the country 
ire organizing for their local work 
ilong federation lines. The latest 
city federation to be formed is that 
in Seattle, Washington, which is in 
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close affiliation with the national 
organization. The new officers 
were elected by representatives 


from all the churches at a meeting 
on Dec. 6. 


Chaplains from 
the French Churches 
The war has brought us into 
touch with the French Protestant 
movement, of which we knew so 
little in the days of peace. The 
Federation of French Protestant 
Churches has sent to this country 
two military chaplains from their 
fellowship, Captain Georges Lauga 
and Captain Alfred E. Monod. 
These have been in close touch 
with our own Federal Council and 
are touring this country in the large 
cities telling the story of the devas- 
tation of Protestant churches in 
northern France by the enemy. 
soth of these chaplains have done 
good service at the front in France 
and in addition Captain Monod saw 
service in the Dardanelles, at Salon- 
ika and was in Albania during the 
Servian retreat. It is reported that 
Captain Lauga has been compelled 
to give several weeks to rest. 


President Wilson 
Hears Methodist Sermon 


President Wilson attended the 
Metropolitan Methodist church in 
Washington on Thanksgiving day 


this year and Bishop McDowell 
preached the sermon. There has 
been an effort in recent years to 


connect the President with a Cath- 
olic service in an official way. The 
Methodists have not exploited the 
fact that President Wilson attended 
their service this year. He came as 
a private citizen might and enjoyed 
the service for its religious signifi- 
cance. There will be no fear any- 
where that this visit commits our 
government to Methodism! 


Bishop Jones Is 
Being Tried 


\ bishop on trial is a rather un- 
usual “thrill” for people of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Bishop Jones of Utah was recently 
consecrated as the successor of 
Bishop Spaulding. Like his illus- 
trious predecessor, he is a socialist 
and it is charged by some in his 
diocese that he has given out senti- 
ments that are not loyal to the gov- 
ernment at this time. The Presiding 
Bishop, Bishop Tuttle of Missouri, 
the Bishop coadjutor of Iowa, and 
the Bishop of Texas were selected 
to make an examination of the 





charges. They will make their re- 


port soon. 


Theological School 
Attracts Women Students 


The growth of educational meth- 
od in the churches has made a 
larger place for women workers in 
local churches. This is indicated 
by the fact that in Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology there are this 
year more women students than 
there are men. This condition is 
partly induced by the war but would 
not be true were the churches not 
learning to use women in salaried 
positions in larger numbers. 


Bishop Brent Comes 
Back to America 


Bishop Brent was sent to the 
Philippines sixteen years ago and 
has made for himself a large place 
in the esteem of the Christian world. 
The diocese of western New York 
recently extended him a call and 
he has finally decided to accept this 
call and return to America. This 
diocese is one of the most import- 
ant in this country and Bishop 
Brent is doubtless destined to be- 
come a great leader in his denom- 
ination. 


Methodists Plan Big 
Things for Gary 


The growth of the steel city, 
Gary, Ind., to the southeast of Chi- 
cago, has been one of the wonders 
of our modern industrialism and the 
various denominations have been 
challenged by this situation. The 
Methodists have the largest plans at 


this time. They have organized 
the Calumet Missionary Society 
and the northern Indiana confer- 


ence has agreed to raise $250,000 
for this work. The plan calls for 
a total expenditure of a half million 
of dollars. Dr. H. R. DeBra, for- 
mer president of Missouri Wesleyan 
college, has come to Gary to as- 
sume the leadership of the church 
extension work of the denomina- 
tion. 


Council of Church Boards 
of Education at Chicago 


Announcement is made of a Con- 
gress on Christian Education which 
is to occur in Chicago on the week 
of January 8 to 12, 1918. There is 
every indication that this Congress 
will bring together the largest num- 
ber of leaders in Christian educa- 
tion that has ever assembled in the 
history of the country. The Coun- 
cil of Church Boards of Education 
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holds its sessions on January 8 and 
9 at the Edgewater Beach Hotel. 
The Committee of Reference of the 
Cleveland Conference Concerning 
Cooperation Christian Work in 
State Universities meets on Jan- 
uary 8 and 9 at the Chicago Beach 
Hotel. The Church Workers in 
State Universities meet January 
9-11. Various denomination groups, 
consisting of the Boards of Educa- 
tion and the College Presidents, 
meet on the 9th and 10th of Jan- 
uary in Chicago. No less than ten 
of these meetings will be held this 
year. The Disciples of Christ meet 
at Hotel La Salle, Wednesday after- 
noon and evening and Thursday 
morning. On the afternoon of Jan- 


uary 10th all the denominational 
groups join with the council of 
Church Boards of Education at Hotel 
La Salle in a conference on “Life 
Annuity Bonds” under the leader- 
ship of the Life Annuity expert, 
Henry Albert Collins. The annual 
meeting of the Association of Amer- 
ican Colleges begins on the evening 
of January 10th and continues until 
noon of January 12th. Detailed 
programs may be had on applica- 
tion to Dr. Robert L. Kelly, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Council of 
Church Boards of Education, 19 
South La Salle street, Chicago, 
I"linois. 
Orvis F. Jordan. 
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The Holy City 


The Lesson in Today’s Life* 
By CHARLES H. SWIFT 


T must have been a solemn and 
| significant occasion when the 

soldiers of the Allies, with 
bared heads and measured step, 
marched into the sacred city of the 
Jews. For weeks the world has 
been anxiously waiting for the news 
that would tell of this triumphal 
entry. The aggressive activities 
against the Turks promised just 
such a victory. While the taking 
of the city may not be a very im- 
portant military feat, still it has a 
great significance upon the morale 
of the Islam devotees who, like the 
Jews, looked upon the city as a 
peculiarly sacred place, possessing 
some divine power of deliverance. 
Much that is sacred is forgotten in 
war, especially in regard to the de- 
struction of the enemy’s property. 
The history of Germany’s demolition 
of sacred temples and shrines is 
indicative of the barbaric forget- 
fulness or pagan disregard for things 
held sacred. In striking contrast 
to this ancient method of plunder 
and pillage, the capture of the Holy 
City by a culture more thoroughly 
Christianized comes as a world re- 
buke and condemnation. General 
Allenby could have forced the sur- 
render of the city many days 
previous to its downfall, but he 
refrained from any heavy bombard- 
ment that would in any way dam- 
age or destroy the sacred city. Is 
this not a real triumph of the Chris- 
tian spirit, even in time of barbaric 


*Review lesson for Fourth Quarter. 


war, over the pagan spirit of irrever- 
ence for things sacred? 


* * * 


Since our lessons of the quarter 
have much to do with Jerusalem it 
is quite in keeping that we note 
briefly the history of this very an- 
cient and interesting city. David 
captured it from the Jebusites about 
1000 B. C., and made it the capital 
of his kingdom. It became known 
as “The City of David.” For four 
centuries it flourished as the center 
of the great kingdom. In 586 B. C., 
Nebuchadnezzer, the Babylonian, 
captured and destroyed it, including 
Solomon’s famous temple and the 
fortifications. The next two cen- 
turies of history include the events 
of the lessons of this quarter. In 
357 B. C. the Persians captured the 
city. The work of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah renewed the old Jewish hope 
which flickered but for a short time. 
Nations rose and fell, Jerusalem 
passing either peaceably or through 
bloodshed into the hands of the con- 
queror. Under the Maccabees, 
about 165 B. C., a period of inde- 
pendence was once more enjoyed. 
Then the great Roman eagle swept 
down upon the “City of Peace” and 
made it a tributary to this powerful 
foe to Jewish national life. Again 
the temple was rebuilt and the city 
beautified. It was during this 
period of Roman supremacy that 
the Savior came. How significant 
at this Christmas season does the 
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passing of the Holy City from Is- 
lam’s power to Christian possession 
become when we recall the scenes 
of the Master’s earthly career which 
transpired in this historic place. 


* * * 


The sovereignty of Roman power 
did not satisfy the hungering heart 
of the loyal Jew. Disappointed in 
the mission of Jesus, a revolt on the 
part of a few zealous Jews oc- 
casioned the destruction of the 
temple and city by Titus in 70 A. D. 
together with the bloody slaughter 
and dispersion of the Jews. Through 
the centuries the city has continued 
to be destined to bloody war. Again 
rebuilt and beautified by Hadrian, 
it enjoyed a period of prosperity, 
even of Christian influence and pres- 
tige. Still the city seemed doomed. 
Mohammedan influence was grow- 
ing rapidly and in the seventh cen- 
tury the Arabian Caliph Omar cap- 
tured it after a four months’ siege. 
During the next four centuries it 
was juggled between Turkish and 
Egyptian rule. In 1099, the Chris- 
tian Crusaders captured it, giving it 
a short period of Christian rule and 
influence. Doom continues, how- 
ever. Christian possession comes to 
an end. Tartars and Egyptians 
have. their turn in ownership. 
Finally, in 1517, the city is captured 
by the Turks under Selim I and re- 
mained a part of the “Sick Man’s” 
empire until 1917. 


* * 


The city once more passes from 
Moslem rule to Christian control. 
What shall its future history be? 
Already anxious Jews look wistfully 
toward the Holy City. The scat- 
tered members of this distinctly 
marked people seem to find hope 
now budding into fruition. The 
dream of David’s kingdom restored 
may become a world reality. Hav- 
ing suffered at the hands of many 
nations, a people much ridiculed 
and abused they now seem to see a 
new day dawning. One cannot 
foretell accurately what the out- 
come will be. Christian hearts are 
rejoicing that the Holy City has 
been taken from the cruel Turks. 
Jews, likewise, are rejoicing over 
the event. Will it remain under 
Christian control or will history re- 
peat itself? Shall the Christian na- 
tions, in the making of a lasting 
world peace, give to the Jews their 
“promised land” lost through “re- 
bellion against God,” or shall selfish 
greed continue to make the city the 
object of future wars? Many such 
questions are now puzzling our 
minds. Time alone can tell. 
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Books 


Workinc Witn Gop. By Peter 
Ainslie, D. D., LL. D. This volume 
is a review of a twenty-five year 
pastorate in Baltimore. Dr. Ainslie 
has won a distinguished place in the 
regard of the Disciples of Christ, and 
in the esteem of his city and the wider 
world of American religious life. The 
story of such an experience is very 
interesting to all who know Dr. Ains- 
lie, and is particularly stimulating to 
the younger men in the ministry. The 
first half of the book is biographical, 
dealing with a singularly devoted and 
successful ministry in one of Amer- 
ica’s foremost cities. A great church 
has been built up, with numerous 
branches, with an orphanage society 
and a girl’s club. The second part of 
the book deals with the wider minis- 
tries of Dr. Ainslie’s career. Some 
account is given of his literary work, 
which was issued in a number of pre- 
vious volumes, and his labors and 
public utterances on such themes as 
Sunday Observance, The Place of the 
Jews in History, The Cause of the 
Negro, Christian Unity, and Interna- 
tional Peace. The volume closes with 
Dr Ainslie’s twenty-fifth anniversary 
sermon. He is still a young man, but 
has already accomplished what would 
be a life-work for most men. It is not 
strange that he is held in the high es- 
teem and affection of his brethren 
everywhere. (Christian Board of 
Publication. $1.50.) 


Out or Tuer Own Movrtus. 
This volume is prepared for the 
National Security League, and is a 
most impressive collection of Ger- 
man utterances from ministers of 
state, rulers, men of university type, 
journalists, poets, economists, par- 
ty leaders and soldiers, regarding 
the necessity for the world war, 
Germany’s triumphant part in it, 
and the future program of the Prus- 
sian military party in the mastery 
and government of the world. If 
anyone is able to retain a particle 
of doubt as to Germany’s deliberate 
and complete preparation for the 
war, and the arrogance and self-con- 
ceit with which her rulers and her 
people assigned themselves the su- 
preme place in history, a reading of 
this book will correct the error. It 
is one of the most incriminating 
documents conceivable. (D. Apple- 
ton and Co. $1.75.) 


Jesus, A Passton Pray. By Max 


Ehrmann There are five acts, 
dealing respectively with The 


Cleansing of the Temple, Disputa- 
tions in the Temple, Gethsemane, 
The Trial before Pilate, and The 
Resurrection. The author explains 
his purpose by saying, “The persons 





who founded Christianity are here 
stripped of supernatural embellish- 
ment; and they are represented as 
simple, real, ardent orientals in the 
throes of a great and impending 
tragedy.” The love story of Mary 
Magdalene affords opportunity to 
invest a Roman captain with a cer- 
tain dramatic interest. The char- 
acter of Jesus is pallid, weak and 
unconvincing. The “resurrection” 
consists of the surreptitious burial 
of the body of Jesus by Joseph of 
Arimathea, and the conviction of 
the disciples who visited the empty 
tomb that the Master has risen. 
(Baker and Taylor Co. $1.00.) 


THe PropicaAL Son TEN YEARS 
Later. By John Andrew Holmes, 
D. D. An attractive little homily 
on the wisdom and happiness of the 
older brother in the parable of the 
two sons. (Pilgrim Press. 50 cts.) 


Martin LuTHER AND THE Morn- 
ING Hour tn Europe. By Frank 
Wakeley Gunsaulus. Two lectures 
delivered before the Divinity School 
at the University of Chicago, and 
also before the Church Federation 
Council of Chicago, in connection 
with the celebration of the four 
hundredth anniversary of the Prot- 
estant Reformation. The titles of 
the two lectures are “The Renais- 
sance and Luther,” and “Luther and 
the Reformation.” They provide a 
wealth of historical statemaqnt in 
the author’s well-known attractive 
style. An appendix contains the 
bibliography of the Emma B. Hodge 
collection recently added to the 
library of the Divinity School, and 
dealing largely with the times of 
the reformation. (The University 
of Chicago Press. 28 cts. postpaid.) 


Pau THE ApostLe. By John W. 
Ligon. The work of the pioneer 
missionary to the heathen world is 
reviewed in a series of chapters 
which follow very closely the New 
Testament narrative without mani- 
festing much familiarity with recent 
studies in this important field. For 
the ordinary reader, who is not in- 
terested in the important questions 
sure to arise in thoughtful minds at 
almost every step of the great 
apostle’s career, this book will have 
value. President Crossfield of 
Transylvania supplies an introduc- 


tion. (Revell. $1.00.) 


WANDERING Stars. By Rev. An- 





Any of the books reviewed here, 
or any other books, may be secured 
from the Disciples Publication So- 
ciety, 700 E. goth street, Chicago. 
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drew Hansen. Many ministers are 
finding the five-minute sermon to the 
children a valuable feature of the Sun- 
day morning worship. This book 
contains forty or fifty such brief homi- 
lies upon texts or incidents from the 
Bible and common _ experience. 
(Doran. $1.00.) 


Ourse_r Arter Deatu. By Arthur 
Chambers. A discussion of immortal- 
ity, with emphasis upon the continuity 
and progress of the essential life. The 
author seeks to prove that many cur- 
rent theories are inadequate and that 
all the activities of mind, memory, 
sympathy and love are retained and 
expanded through the future life. 
(George W. Jacobs & Co. $1.00.) 


With Our Soiprers IN FRANCE. 
By Sherwood Eddy. This is the best 
piece of description that has yet ap- 
peared showing conditions at the 
front. There is a vividness about Mr. 
Eddy’s story that has all the char- 
acteristic virtues of the newspaper 
man’s and a seriousness of mood pos- 
sible unly to one accustomed to deal 
with the deeper problems of spiritual 
character. There is not a flippant 
sentence in the book, and yet it is true 
to the cheerful swagger which ob- 
tains among the men. The book de- 
serves to stand with “Over the Top,” 
as a description, and with “A Student 
in Arms” as an interpretation. The 
article by Mr. Eddy in this issue of 
the CurRIsTIAN CENTURY is repro- 
duced with the publishers’ permission 
from this book. (Association Press, 


$1.00. ) 


Tote-Roap AND Trait. By Doug- 
las Malloch. Mr. Malloch is not a 
new poet—except that he here brings 
us something pleasantly new, after we 
have been compelled for many months 
to read much of the stuff which goes 
out as poetry, but which in fact is not 
even fair prose. Mr. Malloch is the 
poet laureate of the lumber camp, and 
logically so. He sings of the hardy 
men of the camps of the northland, 
and tells many a tale of bravery in the 
face of peril. For a real gale of fresh 
air read these poems. (Bobbs Merrill, 
Indianapolis. $1.25 net.) 


Witp Birp Guests: How To En- 
TERTAIN THEM. By Ernest Harold 
Baynes. If this book were read by 
the school children of a generation, 
cruelty to birds would pass, and the 
feathered friends would find this a 
different world. Mr. Baynes loves 
the birds and he can tell of them in 
a way which provokes friendliness 
for them. Ex-President Roosevelt 
speaks a good word for the mission- 
ary work of the author of the book 
and for the book itself. The illus- 
trations included are beautiful. (E. P. 
Dutton Company, New York. $2.00 
net.) 








_-. ont ete oe im 


eo... 4 


a 








rer —_ == | 














December 20, 1917 





A Eureka Station for 
African Missions 


A plan is being promoted at Eureka, 
Ill., which should have in it suggestion 
for other influential churches, especially 
at college centers. It is planned to 
establish a “Eureka Station” in Africa. 
Verle W. Blair, pastor of the Eureka 
church, writes that this church is bound 
to Africa as to no other field. When the 
C. W. B. M. undertook to establish 
Jacob Kenoly’s work in Liberia, the task 
was given over to Eureka people. When 
Elsworth Faris, the first missionary 
of the Disciples in Africa, went to spy 
out the land, he was supported by funds 
furnished by Eureka students and 
friends. Ray Eldred was a student for 
two years, and Ella Ewing was an active 
worker in the community before going 
to Africa. The Dyes have made their 
residence there for several years, and 
Mrs. Hedges, Dr. Frymier, Edna Eck 
and others have been closely related to 
the church’s life. On December 9, at 
the morning service at Eureka, addresses 
were given by Dr. Ernest Pearson, 
Myrta Pearson Ross, Emory Ross, Mrs. 
Elizabeth W. Ross and the pastor, Mr. 
Blair. In the evening Emory Ross gave 
an illustrated taik on “The Country and 
Its People.” The occasion was the an- 
nual C. W. B. M. Day, and was made 
doubly impressive by the fact that there 
were present Dr. Pearson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Emory Ross, just before their leav- 
ing for Africa; their departure has been 
delayed until January 3, when their ship 
will sail from New Orleans. Mrs. Emma 
Ewing, mother of Ella Ewing, who fell 
asleep at Bolenge in 1907, was also pres- 
ent at the service. It is the intention, 
writes Mr. Blair, to increase the mission- 
ary budget of the church to the same 
total as the funds raised for local ex- 
penses. He is sure this will be accom- 
plished during 1918 


C. G. Kindred Completes Eighteen 
Years’ Service at Englewood, Chicago 


A rally was held at Englewood, Chi- 
cago, church on last Sunday in celebra- 
tion of the completion of eighteen years 
of service there of Charles G. Kindred. 
When Mr. Kindred began work at this 
church there was a membership of about 
200; it now exceeds 700. The yearly 
financial budget was then $2,200; now it 
is $10,400. The church property, which 
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has been several times enlarged, is valued 
at $75,000. Two churches have been 
started through its agency, the Chicago 
Heights and the Morgan Park churches. 
To the latter forty members were fur- 
nished. In both instances the Engle- 
wood church mortgaged its own prop- 
erty for the borrowing of enough money 
to finance the new enterprises. The 
church supports four missionaries, three 
in the foreign field and one in the home 
field. Mr. Kindred was educated at Eu- 
reka College, and before coming to Chi- 
cago served the churches at Vermont, 
Lewistown and Abingdon, all in Illinois. 


War Topics at 
Santa Rosa, Cal. 


John Kendrick Ballou has been deliv- 
ering a series of sermons on war topics 
on Sunday evening at Santa Rosa, Cal., 
where he has been supplying for three 
months, as follows: “The Rise of De- 
mocracy; or, What We Are Fighting 
For”; “The Curse of Autocracy, or What 
We Are Fighting Against”; “The Mind 
of Germany, or The Philosophy of Mili- 
tarism”; “Pan-Germany, or The Kaiser’s 
Dream of World Dominion”; “Germany’s 
Program Since 1860, or War as a Na- 
tional Industry”; “Germany’s Present 
Gains, and Why Peace Cannot Come 
Now”; “How Will the War End, and 
What Will Be the Future Map of Eu- 
rope?” “How Will the War Affect Chris- 
tianity, and the Future of the Church?” 
Mr. Ballou spent a few months in Idaho 
last winter and spring, and has been 
supplying in San Francisco and adjacent 
points since. 


A. L. Ward to Leave 
Lebanon, Ind., Field 


After a pastorate of five years at Cen- 
tral church, Lebanon, Ind., A. L. Ward 
has resigned from this work. He has no 
definite plans for the future, but he will 
probably locate in Indiana or in another 
of the Central States. Nearly four hun- 
dred members have been added to the 
church since he became pastor. Many 
forward-looking changes have been made 
in the church. The every-member can- 
vass was introduced; the dual budget 
plan of financing the church, with two 
treasurers was adopted, and a good be- 
ginning was made in grading the Sunday 
school. Two departments are organized, 
others soon will be. Five new rooms 
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were added to the church to accommo- 
date the enlarged school, and the organ 
was re-built at an expense of more than 
$700. The present membership of the 
church is 1,028. The missionary offering 
last year was $1, 589.05, and there were 
added to the church 107 new members. 
The Sunday school enrolls more than 
700. The Lebanon Daily Reporter gives 
over a column to the work of Mr. Ward 
at Central church and throughout the 
community, speaking in praise of both 
Mr. and Mrs. Ward. This journal says: 
“In the five years that Mr. Ward has 
been a resident of Lebanon he has been 
active not only in the distinctly church 
life of the city, but also in the social and 
fraternal and community activities. In 
all public movements for the betterment 
of the community Mr. Ward has been 
active both in counsel and in effort and 
his departure from the city will be 
keenly felt.” 


At Central Church, 
Jacksonville, IlL 


Central Christian church, Jacksonville, 
Ill, M. L. Pontius pastor, has received 
eighty- -six new members at regular serv- 
ices during the year 1917; met all mis- 
sionary apportionments for the year; 
and become a living link in the American 
Society. Attendance and interest at 
regular services are excellent. During 
the autumn was held an annual visitation 
day, when one hundred of the members 
entered every home represented in the 
church and congregation. On Novem- 
ber 25th, the church conducted its every 
member canvass, eighty men doing the 
soliciting in the afternoon. The results 
were very satisfactory. The pastoral 
helpers of the church served luncheons 
to the solicitors in the Army Y. M. C. 
A. canvass in November. At the close 
they very generously donated not only 
the food, but their services. In this 
work there was an outlay of cash of 
about $250. There will be held this year 
the regular watch-night service, with 
motion pictures, musical program and a 
devotional service at the closing hour. 
A two weeks meeting with home forces 
is planned, closing on Easter Sunday. 


* * x 

—Two years ago Andrew Scott came 
to the pastorate at Fisher, Ill., and im- 
mediately entered upon a campaign for 


a new building. One of the members, F. 
B. Vennum, now of Champaign, stated 
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that he would pay one-fifth of the total 
cost of any building the congregation 
might erect. Others made contributions, 
and the result was a $20,000 church, 
which was dedicated on December 2 by 
Secretary H. H. Peters. Only about 
$3,000 was needed, but this amount was 
easily raised, with a margin of over $500. 
This congregation is now in a meeting 
led by S. E. Fisher, now of Petersburg, 
Ill., but pastor at Fisher for six years 


aul E. Ewing, of Lima, O., has been 
called to the pastorate at Kenney, III 


Roud Shaw reports 40 members 
added at Livingston, Tenn., through his 
recent meeting there Neal K. Mc- 
Gowan is pastor at Livingston 


M. A. Cossaboom, pastor at Cory- 
don, Ind., but having recently resigned 
there to accept the work at Gary, Ind., 
has withdrawn his resignation at the 
earnest request of his congregation and 
of the citizens of Corydon rhe con- 
gregation has given him a leave of ab- 
sence f a month that he may do some 
work among the soldiers at Camp Shelby, 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


J. L. Stockard has resigned at Cisco, 


Illinois Northeast 
Danville 


Curtis M. Wright, 
district evangelist, spoke at 


First church on December 9, in the ab- 
sence of the pastor, J I tickel, and in 
the evening gave a talk to young people 
at | th church On the preceding 


Sunday 7 preached at Webber Street 
chur bana, III, 

©. F. Jordan, of Evanston, LIL, spoke 
at the Great Lakes Naval Station, near 
Chicago, on December 9, in place ot 
Chaplain Thompson. In the afternoon 
he talked at Hyde Park church, Chicago, 
yn city missions, and in the evening gave 
in address at a union meeting at Hem 
nway Methodist | piscopal church of 
Chicago. On the following afternoon he 
I a meeting of Odd Fellows at 
Centralia, and on last Friday spoke at an 
O Fellow county meeting at Oglesby, 
It. On Saturday evening he spoke at a 
reception in Rogers Park, Chicago. On 
evening of December 15 he talked at 
Rockford church concerning the church 
war program, and the following evening 
» addressed a meeting of Odd Fellows 


Walter Mansell, of the Warren, O., 
church, together with about fifty other 
recently visited Camp Sher- 

in, making there a thorough investiga- 
tion of the conditions of camp life 


In Massillon, O., H. E. Stafford’s 
topics for discussion during this month 
at the sessions of his large Brotherhood 
Bible class ar “Man Is a Religious 
Animal,” “His Religion Points Upward,” 

The Value of Man's Religion,” and 
“Man’s Religious Sweep.” 


-H. R. Ford, of First church, Beau- 
mont, Tex., has accepted a call to the 
work at Paris, Tex. Mr. Ford is a Texas 
Christian University man 


NEW YOR 


ninisters, 





A Church Heme for Yeu. 
Write Dr. fists ldlemen, 
142 West Bist St, N.Y 








R. H. Robertson, the new state 
evangelist over the Southern Illinois dis- 
trict, began his new task on December 2, 
with the church at Clay City, of which 
}. W. Richards is pastor Mr. Robert- 
gon writes that forty-six members have 


heen added to the church at Centralia, 
his former pastorate, through the Fife 
union tabernacle meetings A K. Aéd- 
cock now leads at Centralia Mr. Rob- 


ertson states that he wishes to serve all 
churches of the district, and wishes to 
be kept informed concerning them. 


—Matt Bradley, superintendent of the 
school at Tioga, Tex., was early this 
month re-elected for his twenty-sixth 
year. 

—W. A. Shullenberger, of Central 
church, Des Moines, lIa., is the newly 
elected president of the Des Moines 
Ministerial Association. 


J. T. Nichols, of Des Moines, re- 
cently gave his address on his experi- 
ences in the war countries before the 
Des Moines Ministerial Association. 


Jackson Boulevard church, Chicago, 
unveiled a service flag with fifty-five stars 
on Sunday evening, December 9. The 
address was delivered by Bishop Samuel 
Fallows, whose church, the St. Paul's 
Reformed Episcopal church, joined in the 
service The Buglers of the Eleventh 
Regiment were present. Of the young 
men who have enlisted from Jackson 
Soulevard, thirty-three went from one 
Bible class. 


The birth of Robert Edward Baird 
is announced at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. G. B. Baird, missionaries at Lu- 
chowfu, China, the date being Novem- 
ber 6 

John McD. Horne is making a good 
record at Sullivan, Ind., according to W. 
R. Nesbit, one of the leaders there. A 
meeting was just closed in which 55 
nembers were added to the congrega- 
tion. Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Walker, of 
Muncie, Ind., assisted in the singing. 
Mr. Horne is praised by Mr. Nesbit as 
preacher, pastor and citizen. 


—C. K. Gillum has resigned from the 
pastorate at Beardstown to take up the 
work at Blandinsville, Ill, on January 1. 


The young people of First church, 
Oakland, Cal., recently gave a reception 
to the sailors in quarters near that town. 


At the recent state convention of 
Mississippi Disciples, held at Meridian, 
E. L. Crystal, of Aberdeen, was elected 
president, and Jackson was chosen as 
the meeting point for next year. J. 
W. Bolton, of Utica, was eiected chair- 
man of the state board. 


J. W. Underwood, pastor at Central 
church, Anderson, Ind., has been chosen 
chairman of the Madison county com- 
mittee for a Y. M. C. A. membership 
campaign Fifteen thousand members 
will be the goal of the county campaign, 
which opened December 15, to continue 
ten days 


During C. C. Garrigues’ two years 
of service at First church, Joplin, Mo., 
more than 200 new members have been 
added to the congregation. Over $2,000 
was given the past year for benevo- 
lences and missions. W. F. Turner, for- 
mer pastor at this church, recently 
preached for the congregation. 


—W. E. M. Hackleman has been as- 
sisting George O. Marsh in a successful 
meeting at Aberdeen, S. D. Mr. Hackle- 
man will continue in the field during 
1918. 


—Bethany Assembly is preparing a 
strong program for the 1918 session. 
The program committee, made up of rep- 
resentatives from Ohio, Illinois, Indiana 
and Kentucky, will meet at Indianapolis 
during the holidays. 


-W. Garnet Alcorn, pastor at Lath- 
rop, Mo., writes that the C. W. B. M. or- 
ganization there will become a living- 
link this year. The every member can- 
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vass put on recently at Lathrop gives a 
missionary budget of $850, about $250 
more than formerly. Mr. Alcorn says 
that it is a pleasure to follow such a man 
as Baxter Waters, to whom he gives 
credit for the fine work at Lathrop. The 
new pastor has received word that his 
work will be aided in the spring by an 











Are You Asking Your- 
self This Question? 


Are the ills of society to be 
righted by an early and 
sudden destruction of the 
present world, or is per- 
manent relief to be secured 
only by a gradual process 
of strenuous endeavor cover- 
ing along period of years? 








Read the answer in 


THE MILLENNIAL HOPE 
A Phase of War-Time Thinking 


By Shirley J. Case, Professor of Early 
Church History, and New Interpre- 
tation, the University of Chicago 


(To be published in January) 


The author does not mince words in 
his vigorous and effective answer. The 
general interest in the theme of the 
book and the author's reputation assure 
this volume a wide reading. 

Advance orders received now. 

$1.25, postage extra. 
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automobile, which the congregation will 
present to him. 


—The Ministerial Associations of Chi- 
cago have agreed to give up their regu- 
lar meetings of Monday, December 24, 
in order that the ministers may be able 
to attend the Union Ministers’ meeting, 
which will be held at First Methodist 
church, corner Clark and Washington 





streets, at 10:30 on that day. Dr. John 
Dill Robertson, in charge of the Chicago 
Health Department, will speak on the 
subject of tuberculosis, his purpose being 
that the ministers may share in the 
benefit of the results of his investiga- 
tions regarding the disease, and pass it 
on to their people. All persons inter- 
ested are invited to attend the meeting. 








Burris A. Jenkins Says 
United States Is Most 
Influential Nation 


“The United States should be—in fact, 
is today—the most influential nation in 
the world. Even among our European 
allies in this war there is an undercur- 
rent of jealousy toward one another as 
regards some matters, but toward the 
United States there is none. Our inter- 
ests are, in all things, except winning 
the war, so far remote from theirs that 
our influence can have full weight. There 
are peoples among our allies who world 
have cast an anxious eye upon Italy if 
she had burst through into the Austrian 
plains, and perhaps another country 
would have been unwilling to see Eng- 
land strike the deciding blow in the con- 
flict, but none will take umbrage at the 
United States if by her wonderful re- 
sources in men and money she should 
be able to conclude the awful struggle. 
In Russia, torn as she is with revolution, 
the name of our country is still one to 
conjure with. China has always looked 
upon America with favor and she re- 
members that we gave back the Boxer 
indemnity. And Japan! I insist that 
Japan is far from waating war with the 
United States. Her youth have been 
schooled in our universities, her busi- 
ness men and statesmen have visited us 
time and again for information and guid- 
ance—in fact, she has long looked upon 
our nation as a most valuable preceptor. 
And since our power, actual and poten- 
tial, is so great today, we must strengthen 
all the lines within our own borders. 
Especially, since this is a war of religion 
and right feeling against a mixture of 
savagery as expressed by the Germans— 
especially must we strengthen the moral 
and religious lines in our own country— 
and we must see to it that we preserve 
the effectiveness of our ideals in other 
lands through our missionaries.” 


* = * 
President Crossfield Lays 
Blame Upon German 


School System 

“This inoculation of the entire Ger- 
man nation with the virus of a noxious 
philosophy has been accomplished largely 
by means of the federally controlled 
school system. Every teacher in the 


realm, from the kindergarten to the uni- 
versity, is appointed by a commission 
responsible to the Emperor, thus ren- 
dering possible and greatly facilitating 
the inculcation of any doctrine whatso- 
ever that the leaders of political thought 
decide upon.” 


Disciple Leaders Disc 


uss War 


Charles M. Sharpe Believes 
War Experience Is a 
Choice of “the Calvary Road” 


“We should thank God that our Na- 
tion has been able to make this choice 
of the Calvary road rather than the 
selfish path of ignoble peace. I know 
how hard this conclusion is for those 
who seek a literal imitation of Christ 
amid conditions so different from those 
in which he found himself. There was 
no other way for Jesus to take. His was 
the right, as well as the righteous 
method then. He could have summoned 
twelve legions of angels, but that would 
not have been a moral use of force, since 
it would have been supernatural, and 
would not have been understood as ex- 
pressing the will of humanity itself. 
Jesus therefore died, and by his death 
in the fashion of a man, he generated in 
human life the power of his principles, 
and so domesticated divine forces in hu- 
manity itself. Under his leadership, the 
Kingdom of God has now grown in the 
world till it possesses in its own right 
the major resources of the world. In so 
far as the world is truly democratized it 
is due to the silent and powerful work- 
ing of Jesus’ principles. In so far as 
nations and peoples have chosen the 
path of democracy, however uncertainly 
and waveringly they may be walking it, 
the kingdoms of the world are becoming 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ. Today the world is predomi- 
nantly Christian in its ideal, for it 1s 
predominantly democratic. Democracy 
is the fruit that grows upon the Chris- 
tian tree. If the world were not putting 
up this fight against modern imperialism 
in the guise of Pan-Germanism, it would 
indicate that Christianity is not the ma- 
jor force in the world, but that paganism 
is still triumphant. But now we have no 
need to call for angelic hosts, nor do 
we, as a Christian civilization, need to 
die upon a Hohenzollern cross, since in 
humanity itself the principle of Christ 
has gotten for itself a body and a power 
whereby to live and propagate itself. 
Jesus could well say to Pilate, ‘If my 
kingdom were of this world then would 
my servants fight that I should not be 
delivered to the Jews, but now is my 
kingdom not from hence.’ But now after 
these centuries of Jesus’ victorious prog- 
ress in the winning of the world to his 
standard, his kingdom is from hence, 
and his servants will rightly fight that 
he shall not be delivered to the Hohen- 
zollerns for a second crucifixion. We 
will ‘put the message of righteousness, 





reason and love into the language of 
force, which is the only language a Hoh- 
enzollernized Germany can understand, 
and will get it across.’ Precisely be- 
cause Jesus died victoriously upon Cal- 
vary, we are called to die victoriously 
upon the fields of Europe. In the cause 
of human liberty, both are holy ground.” 


s*. * * 


B. H. Bruner Says God Must 
Be Thought of in Terms 
of Democracy 


“The solution of the great interna- 
tional problems which lie before us must 
come through the preaching and teach- 
ing of a fundamental democracy. We 
must cease to think and talk of God in 
terms of monarchy and think of him 
in terms of democracy. The curse of 
the race has been the idea of monarchy. 
The monarchical and military analogy in 
religion is all wrong. When we pray 
‘Our Father,’ we are looking to a God 
who is with us. ‘Behold the tabernacle 
of God is with men!’ In the form of his 
Son we are told that God became flesh 
and dwelt among men. Let us take that 
passage from John’s gospel, ‘And the 
word became flesh and dwelt among us,’ 
and put it into modern language. I think 
it would read something like this: ‘And 
God, the Father, in the form of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, identified himself with hu- 
manity in its great fight against sin; 
digging himself into the trenches with 
men who are fighting in the supreme 
struggle with Mammon.” 


* « - 


W. J. Minges, Evangelist, 
Declares Divided Church 
Responsible for War 


“This war could never have taken 
place if the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ had been united. You will never 
have peace on earth between nations as 
long as the church of Jesus Christ is 
divided.” 
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orphans. 





Compel us to care for our aged and disabled min- 


isters, and missionaries, and their widows and | 


BOARD OF MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


| 


tion, Education and Action in Church and 
and Bible School. 


106 E. Market Street 


The Sunday before Christmas is the Day of Agita- 
| 





INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 





COMMENDING THE MINISTERIAL 
PENSION PLAN 
Third Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
lr. E. Winter, Pastor. 
Enclosed please find check for $150, 
Six per cent On pastor's salary, to be ap- 
plied to “Ministerial Pension and Relief 
Fund,” as per request on joint appor- 
tionment card 
(Signed) Chas. W. Chain, 
Treasurer. 
* * > 
First Church, Philadelphia, Pa 
Our board has voted the six per cent 
(Signed) |. S. Chenoweth, 


Minister 
> J >. 


Paulding, Ohio 
Nothing has ever happened in our 
great brotherhood that has given me 
more encouragement A young man 
without means, with a wife and small 
baby, cannot help but think of the fu- 
ture. Sometimes it is a nightmare. But 
thank God there is an outlook in this 
new system that brings cheer, and the 
best of all is that it is not charity 
(Signed) C. L. Johnson, 
Minister 


‘ 


> > > 


Howett St. Church, Peoria, Ill 


When your preliminary circular re- 
garding this important step was received 
| investigated it very carefully I have 
always been keenly interested in life in- 
surance and carry all I can pay for all 


the time In the course of my investi- 
gation I presented the plan to an officer 
in one of the old line companies of high 
standing and he, after looking it over 
more or less carefully, affirmed it to be 
safe, practicable and equitable He 
thought it a splendid thing for the min- 
isters His only objection was that it 
would make some difference in the sale 


of insurance to ministers. Personally I 
give it my full and hearty endorsement 
(Signed) F. Lewis Starbuck, 
Minister 
* * * 

The above are samples of the way 
churches and ministers who have looked 
into the matter most thoroughly feel and 
act about it. 

Boarp or MINISTERIAL Rerer, 
W. R. Warren, Secretary. 
106 FE. Market St., 
Indianapolis, Ind 





FOREIGN SOCIETY NOTES 


The new slogan of the Foreign Society 
for $750,000 in gifts during the coming 
year has been met with widespread ap- 
proval. The weight of this high goal 
aroused great enthusiasm at the National 
Convention. When considering the ad- 
ditional expense this year, because of war 
conditions, the absolute necessities of the 
fields, and the fact that the momentum 
of our work in foreign lands is almost 
pushing the undertaking off its feet, we 
cannot be content with less than three- 
quarters of a million dollars. We believe 


the spirit of sacrifice, which is sweeping 
our land at the present moment, will only 
help in the realization of this just ideal 


At the close of the Foreign Society 
Day, at the Convention, one of our young 
business men wrote out his check for 
$600, in order that he and his wife might 
support their own missionary on the for- 
eign field. We should have a hundred 
individuals this year, doing this same 
thing through the Foreign Society. 

One of the interesting features of the 
Foreign Society program at Kansas City 
was a series of brief addresses on great 
missionary books. At the close of these 
brief presentations, hundreds of people 
went to the literature tables and pur- 
chased missionary books. It is the plan 
of the Foreign Society to sell at least 
ten thousand volumes of fine missionary 
literature during the coming year. 


C. M. Yocum, the new Western Secre- 
tary, located at Kansas City, will hold a 
series of rallies, through Iowa, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and Missouri, 
this winter Churches wanting these 
meetings should write to him at 3802 
Main Street, Kansas City, Mo., or to the 
Foreign Society, at once. 


Every church among us should have a 
class this year, studying “The Lure of 
Africa.” This charming mission study 
book reads with all the thrill and romance 
of a story of adventure. It is not diffi- 
cult to organize either a mission study 
class, reading circle or a prayer meeting 
group on this great field. The Foreign 
Society will sell “The Lure of Africa” 
at 60 cents in cloth, and 40 cents in paper, 
postpaid 

The greatest need of the Foreign So- 
ciety is for candidates for the mission 
field. The need for money is great, but 
not nearly so great as the need for life. 
The challenge of great needs and oppor- 
tunities should call out numbers of our 
strong men and women, who will burn 
their bridges behind them, and give their 
life service to Christ at the front. 

The saddest thing in this year’s re- 
ports is the fact that more than half of 
our congregations do not give a cent to 
any of our missionary causes. Somehow 
this indifference and disloyalty must be 
overcome. STEPHEN J. Corey. 
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“For a year we have 


United Church in our 
daily chapel. We have 
found it by far the most 
satisfactory book we have 
ever used. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that 
young people do not care 
for the great hymns. No 
other book has been so 
popular with our stu- 
dents. Its unusual rich- 
ness in hymns of patriot- 
ism, service, brotherhood, 
social aspiration, conse- 
cration and worship an- 
swers precisely to the 
need and spirit of our 
times.”’ 
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IS IT GOD’S WAR? 


To THe Eprror or THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY: 


Referring to the attitude of Tue Cen- 
TurRY to “War and its Compensations,” 
your correspondent begs permission to 
make a few observations by way of friendly 
criticism. 

When war was first declared I verily 
thought that Tue Century was going to 
do itself proud in maintaining a consistent 
position and stand firm for the Christian 
code of ethics. But, alas! “how are the 
mighty fallen!” 

That we are so far deceived (with the 
advantages of modern facilities of interna- 
tional communication and information) as 
to jump to the conclusion that God is run- 
ning this war for a holy and righteous end, 
is a question if settled affirmatively which 
leaves your scribe a stranded wreck. 

If all the religious journals throughout 
the civilized world claim God as the Captain 
and Leader of their embattled legions (as 
they do) then how can we tell who to 
fight? If there ever was a people doubly 
certain that God is on its side and leading 
on to victory, it is the Germans. Early 
in the fight they began to pray for victory, 
and laid some extravagant claims to divine 
recognition. We ridiculed the idea, and 
that rightly too, I think. 

On the fourth day of October, 1914, 
President Wilson called all Christian peo- 
ple to prayer, in order to ask the Lord for 
peace. The Germans treated our prayer 
meeting with utter contempt. So we lost 
in our prayer for peace, while the Ger- 
mans seemed to be winning on their prayer 
for victory. So it is clearly evident that 
they got in their order first on the victory 
proposition, and President Wilson has done 
a wise thing in calling out a large army, 
and billions of dollars in money to bring 
to naught this German superstition. But 
the thing I want to emphasize is that we 
henceforth refuse to put the Christian 
faith and hope up as a forfeit on such a 
shaky venture. 

If, as a wise worldly ruler, President 
Wilson leads us to victory, let us give 
him the honor of doing it. ti our boys are 
to go millions strong to whip Germany, then 
give them the praise unstintedly—honor to 
whom honor is due—and to Czsar the 
things that are Czxsar’s—and to God the 
things that are God's. 

I wanted to whip those fellows 
I am sure that be could, but is it not a 
fact that we are depending more upon 
trained men and a bountiful supply of mu- 
nitions and food, than on anything else 
to win the war? 

Candidly, it is high time for us to quit 
fooling the people. You know that we, as 
religious people, can’t always fool all ‘the 
people. Thousands of them are getting 
wise to the situation now. I am somewhat 
of a preacher myself, and am in favor 
of whipping Germany, but I expect to do 
it man-fashion. All that I ask the Lord 
to do, when I go to fight, is not to help 
the other fellow! 

A. M. SHetton. 

Timpson, Texas. 

* 7 * 


THE “END OF THE WORLD” 


To THE Epitor of THe CHRISTIAN CENTURY: 
I have taken these words from the 
title of an editorial in a recent issue of 
Tue Curistian Century. I will quote a 
few lines and, with your permission, com- 
ment thereon. For the sake of emphasis 


let me underscore certain words. 


THE CHRIS 


Our Readers’ Opinions 








TIAN 





“What can we say to the millenarian 
from a biblical standpoint?” (1) The mil- 
lennium is coming. Righteousness will soon 
cover the earth as the waters cover the 
»eas. Nations will soon beat their swords 
into plow-shares and their spears into prun- 
ing-hooks and learn war no more. (2) 
This millennium will be in full swing by 
the middle of the twenty-second century or 
sooner. (3) And it will last at the least 
close to half a million years. I learned 
these things from my mother’s Bible. If 
you or your readers care to know how, 
when and where, I would be glad to tell. 

“If we are near the beginning of our 
world, instead of near the end of it,” etc. 
For years in Drake University I have been 
teaching that our world has not yet truly 
begun. It has not yet begun to run nor- 
mally in any of its lines of life. Hundreds 
of times I have asked the question, “Why 
look for the end of the world before it has 
begun?” I do not like your word “if.” 
The Bible leaves me no place for it. In 
future I hope you will say: “We are near 
the beginning of our world. .. We must 
regard ourselves not as living at the end of 
human history, but near its beginning. . 
Since we are at the beginning of civiliza- 
tion instead of at the end of it, it is 
of tremendous importance that every ounce 
of our energy be used in building the new 
world that is shortly to appear upon the 
earth.” These are your own words with 
“ifs” and “supposes” left out. 

“Of course, we know our earth can not 
go on forever.” This is certainly ortho- 
dox. And it shows some interest in the 
“end of the world.” I believe it also shows 
that another of your sentences should have 
one more word inserted. Should you not 
have said, “Interest in the question of the 
end of the world is (sometimes) born out 
of despair?” With you and with me it 
is not “born out of despair.” 

If I understand the Old Book, an awful 
disaster will soon overtake the globe which 
is a type of the end of the world and has 
been mistaken for that end so far, far 
away. This disaster may hold off fifty or 
sixty years, but I shudder at the thought 
that it may come in a few months and put 
an end to the war. John R. Mott, on 
the occasion of his last visit to England, 
asked one of the royal house, “How will 
the war end?” Her answer was, “Mr. Mott, 
God must work a miracle!” I am afraid 
of a greater miracle than she had in mind. 
I am not anxious to live to see the day 
when the eighteenth chapter of Revelation 
is fulfilled. 

A.Frep M. HacGarp, 


Drake University. 
7 + 7 


THE OBJECT OF THE WAR 


To tHe Eprtor or THe Curisti1an CENTURY: 

President Wilson in a recent conference 
with Judge William H. Wadhams said: 
“It is of the greatest importance that the 
objects of the war should be kept before 
the people, in order that they might be 
prepared at its conclusion to support the 
Government in taking part in a League of 
Nations to secure enduring peace.’ 

Judge Wadhams, reporting this interview 
to the President of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, says, 
“Why should not the churches throughout 
the country make it one of their fore- 
most, if not their very foremost, duty at 
this time to keep the subject constantly 
before the congregations or other gather- 
ings of peoples, and bend every possible 


CENTURY 27 





effort in order that this great good may 
be obtained?” 

Signs are not wanting that this solici- 
tude of President Wilson is not without 
reason. The nation is becoming absorbed 
in the enormous practical details absolutely 
necessary for winning the war. 

We are not, however, particularly in- 
terested in studying the world problem. 
We are not considering with any particular 
care the question as to the kind of world 
organization we must have after the war, 
if the winning of the war is to be really 
worth while. 

It is clear that we must have some kind 
of a League of Nations. It must secure 
justice and safety for every nation, people 
and tribe. No nation should longer be 
free, however just its cause, to act as its 
own plaintiff, sheriff, judge, jury and exe- 
cutioner. No selfish, aggressive nation 
should be allowed by lies, spies and plots, 
to involve the world, or any part of the 
world, in ruinous war. 

But what kind of a League must it be 
to secure these ends? This is a matter for 
serious study by the responsible citizen- 
ship, of our land. We must make up our 
minds before the war ends, so that when 
it ends we may know what we want and 
be able to say so clearly, sanely and in- 
sistently. 

A four weeks’ course of study on world 
reconstruction has been prepared for the 
use of Christians in all our churches. It 
is entitled, “A New Era in Human His- 
tory,” and is especially designed for dis- 
cussion groups, adult Bible classes, men’s 
leagues, brotherhoods, women’s clubs, mis- 
sionary societies, Young Men’s and Young 
Women’s Christian Associations, and young 
peoples’ societies. 

_In order to aid the leaders of discus- 
sion groups using the “New Era,” a pam- 
phlet of exceptional value has been prepared 
by the Secretary of the World Alliance 
for International Friendship and the Com- 
mission on International Justice and Good- 
will of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. It is entitled, “Helps 
for Leaders.” A twenty-five cent package 
“. additional leafiet material is also avail- 

e. 

Every Christian who desires to aid in es- 
tablishing a Christian World Order should 
by all means accept the invitation of the 
World Alliance for International Friend- 
ship through the churches to become a 
member, secure its literature, and unite his 
heart and hand with those of other Chris- 
tians who are seeking the same ends. 

In union is strength and victory. In iso- 
lation is weakness and defeat. 

All correspondence should be addressed 
to the World Alliance for International 
Friendship, 105 East 22d Street, New York 
City. 

Sipney L. Guticx, 
Secretary. 
* * . 


Nancy First anp Last. By Amy E. 
Blanchard. This author is a favorite 
among girl readers. Her latest story 
describes the adventures of a poor girl 
without a family who makes a search for 
the missing family and_ finds them in 
Europe about the time of the war’s out- 
break. Much adventure and human na- 
ture are characteristics of this bright 
—_ (Lippincott, Philadelphia. $1.25 
net. 
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A Book of Joy, Vision and Duty 
THE TENDER PILGRIMS 


By EDGAR DeWITT JONES 





HHSC TOL iA ALAM LLUIATcN SA UTe 


TO PARENTS, PASTORS, 
TEACHERS AND 
EVERYONE WHO LOVES 
LITTLE CHILDREN 
THIS BOOK WILL BRING 
DELIGHT AND LIGHT 
AND INSPIRATION 











PULUANUNULPEP EARN RASA OAT 


The ascending fame of Dr. or in the field of religious 
literature sets a new mark for itself in this exquisite little volume 
on Childhood. Following “The Inner Circle,” “The Wisdom of 
God's Fools,” and “Fairhope,” it is safe to say that in “The 
Tender Pilgrims” the author has struck his most popular note. 
This book will be widely read wherever children are loved and a 
serious responsibility for their upbringing is felt. It is a little 
dream in the book-making art and has been designed especially 
to serve as an appropriate gift book. Order your copy now. 


PRICE 85c 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY PRESS 
700 E. 40th Street 


CHICAGO 
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“A Book That 
Will Haunt 
the Soul” 


That was what Charles Clayton 
Morrison told the Chicago Minis- 
ter’s meeting concerning the book 
that has recently come from Eng- 
land: 


“The Outlook for 
Religion” 


By Dr. W. E. Orchard 
The London preacher 


Mr. Morrison says: 


“This is the kind of book that no 
man can read and straightway for- 
get. The volume may be laid on 
the shelf, but the author’s thesis 
will haunt the soul until the soul 
comes to some terms with the 
issues that are raised. No such 
analysis of religious conditions pro- 
duced by the war has yet appeared. 
In my judgment it is the great re- 
ligious book of the war period up 
to date. It must either be accepted 
or refuted. I wish every Christian 
Century subscriber would read it, 
and then I could wish we might 
have a convention and discuss it in 
an atmosphere of prayer.” 


Price $1.50 plus 10 cents postage. 
On sale in this country by 


The Christian Century Press 
700 E. 40th St. 


CHICAGO 














The FOSDICK 
BOOKS 


By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


These are three of them: 


The Meaning of Prayer 


60 cents (add 6 cents postage ) 


A marvelous illumination of the prayer-life. 
Nothing so good has appeared in a generation. 
Not only every Christian leader, but every 
Christian should have this book. 


The Manhood of the Master 


60 cents (add 6 cents postage) 


An interpretation of Jesus that makes Him seem 
fully and richly human without discounting His 
divinity in the slightest degree. Dr. Fosdick 
makes our Lord appear before us as one of us. 
This book is being studied by the ten thousands 
in the Y. M. C. A. classes in Europe’s and 
America’s camps and cantonments. 


The Challenge of the Crisis 


50 cents (add 6 cents postage) 


A clarion call to those whose spiritual and 
moral vision is confused by their inner unpre- 
paredness for war. This book takes a point of 
view opposite to that of Dr. Orchard in “The 
Outlook for Religion.” They should both be 
read in these days by every soul in earnest with 
spiritual realities. 


These Fosdick books are so urgent in their 
appeal, so illuminating, and so widely read that 
every reader of THe CHRISTIAN CENTURY 
should possess them at once. 


The Christian Century Press 


700 E. 40th Street 
CHICAGO 
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Will You Become a 
Library Subscriber? 


The Christian Century 
In One Thousand 


New Libraries 


Almost every day 
we receive requests 
from Colleges and 
Public Libeories 
asking us to send 
them The Christian Century free. With publication costs as 
high as they are now we cannot doso. Yet it hurts us to decline. 


The Christian Century ought to be side by side with 
the other opinion-creating periodicals in every Library in 
the land. e wish to add at least 1,000 new Libraries to 


our list this season. 


We ask our readers to enable us to do this, and we will 
share the expense by making a special Library subscription 
rate as follows: 


For $2—one Library subscription. 

For 5—three Library subscriptions. 

For 10—six Library subscriptions. 

For 25—-sixteen Library subscriptions. 
For 50Q—thirty-three Library subscriptions. 
For 100—seventy Library subscriptions. 


One copy of the “Century” in a Library is read by from ten to forty 
persons. Let us say twenty-five is the average. Then your $2 would bring 
the “Century” to twenty-five readers every week for 52 weeks, and your 
$100 would bring the paper to 
1750 readers every week tor 52 
weeks! Where is there so greata [| 








SIGN THIS COUPON AND SEND TO US TODAY 


seed-sowing opportunity? 

We have a list of Libraries 
in every state. You may designate 
Libraries of your own choice, if 
you wish, or leave the allotment 


to us. 


The Christian Century 


Library list. Enclosed please find $............... 
for 
you to send the “Century” for one year to 


700 East 40th St., Chicago 
I will become a contributing subscriber to your 


which in accordance with your proposal | ask 


.......Libraries 
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“FAIRHOPE” 


An American “Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush”’ 





By EDGAR DeWITT JONES 


“A rarely beautiful piece of pastoral writing.’’"—New York World. 
‘Tends to reconcile us with the present—even the war.”—Boston Herald. 
“Delightful humor and a most pleasing style.’’—Baltimore Sun. 

“True, wholesome and sweet.’"—New York Times. 


“Bitterless laughter.’’—Chicago Herald. 


“Any one who likes to read David Grayson would like this book.’’"—Oakland (Cal.) Tribune. 


Says the Springfield (Mass.) Republican: 


“Just west of Cincinnati, Boone County marks Kentucky's northernmost point, and 
just back from the bend of the river lies a country parish to which for present pur- 
poses Edgar DeWitt Jones has given the name FAIRHOPE. But it might have been 
any other and been just as interesting under the magic pen of ‘David Westbrooke, 
rural churchman, sometime traveler, and hopeful bachelor.’ Just what Ian MacLaren 
did to put ‘Drumtochty’ on the map of Scotland, that has Mr. Jones as David West- 
brooke done for ‘FAIRHOPE,’ in much the same spirit and with some striking par- 
allelism. Lachlan Campbell, grand inquisitor of the Scotch parish, is closely matched 
by Giles Shockley of Fairhope, ‘a hound of the Lord.’ But the chapter on Giles 
begins with the supposition ‘that every church has at least one self-appointed heresy 
hunter who scrutinizes the preacher's sermons with painstaking care for possible de- 
partures from the straight and narrow path of orthodoxy.’ The supposition is well 
made, and the annals of a thousand country churches might each be written with a 
Giles or a Lachlan and with no ground for a charge of imitation.” 


Carl Vrooman, Ass’t Secretary of Agriculture, writes: 


“In times of national stress and excitement like the present, FAIRHOPE comes 
bringing a calming, refreshing influence in the lives that have a popular need of such 
a message. 


THE PRICE OF THE BOOK IS $1.25 


Send for your copy today 
addressing 


Disciples Publication Society 


700 EAST FORTIETH STREET - CHICAGO, ILL. 











































A Treasure Book for laymen, teachers, minister@ 
and all Bible students 


UR BIBLE 


By HERBERT L. WILLETT 




















How did we get our Bible? 
Who wrote it? 


How is it different from other 
Bibles? 


What authority has the Bible? 


What do we mean by Inspira- 
tion? 


What is “Higher Criticism”? 





Does “Higher Criticism” hurt or 
help the Bible? 


What is “Lower Criticism ?” 
How to use the Bible. 
How the Bible may be misused— 


even by those who believe 
in it. 





The Th; » Ave These and a score of other 

Phe Things the Aver- practical questions are treated by 

age Person Wants to Professor Willett in the style 

K : } h that has made him for twenty 

now About the years the most popular lecturer 

Bible. on the Bible before the American 
public. 















































This Book Will Answer YOUR Questions 
The times demand a fair knowledge of the facts about the Bible by the average lay- 
Without such he is a prey to all sorts of vagaries and even superstitions. Modern 
scholarship, working for the past half century, has brought to light a great body of new 


man. 


facts which, taken as a whole, make the Bible a new book. These new facts have often 
been the subject of premature interpretation, of prejudiced misstatement, of ill-informed 
advocacy. Asa result, there is widespread confusion among the laity and even among 
Bible teachers and ministers as to what the Bible really is. 

Send today for a copy and you will find yourself recommending it a score of times to 
your friends. Price, $1.35 (add from 6 to 12 cents for postage). 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY PRESS, 700 East 40th Street, Chicago 
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